SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL.

Minutes of the Parish Council (PC) meeting held in the

Mission Rooms, Silkstone Common on 2nd April 2007.

PRESENT: The Chairman: Clr D Liddell.

Clrs Bower, Fishpool, Gallamore, Leech, M Liddell, Smith and Stier.

There were four parishioners present at the start of the meeting.

183. Open forum.

The Chairman of the Parish Design Statement Group, Colin Thompson, provided an update on developments with the draft Statement. There had been a delay in the approval of the Statement by Barnsley MBC (BMBC). It was hoped that the process would be completed by May. It was agreed that Mr Thompson should still address the Annual Parishioners’ Meeting on this project.

Clr Smith noted that two parishioners were present who undertook a great deal of voluntary work on litter picking and general tidying work in the Parish. The PC thanked them both for their work. It was noted that they were supported by the CARE and the Silkstone-in-Bloom Groups. It was agreed that any appropriate additional equipment would be provided to them by those Groups and the PC, as necessary.

A parishioner noted that BMBC had not carried out any grass cutting on Hillside in Silkstone this year, despite the Neighbourhood Pride Team being in the area recently. The Clerk advised that he had met Elaine Down, the Neighbourhood Pride Team supervisor, on 22nd March and she had indicated that the regular maintenance work on Hillside was due to start soon. The position would be monitored. Linked to the point above, the volunteers dealing with this site would continue to be provided with appropriate equipment by the CARE and the Silkstone-in-Bloom Groups.

A parishioner raised a concern about litter problems near the junction of the A628 and Blacker Green Lane, particularly being dropped from parked cars. It was possible that some of the litter was going onto private land. It was agreed that the Clerk would investigate this issue and liaise as necessary with BMBC.

Clr Smith requested that the Neighbourhood Pride Team should be asked to target the road between Dodworth and Silkstone Common for litter picking. There was considerable litter and debris in the grassed areas by the road. It was reported that one of the Dodworth Ward Councillors was also pressing BMBC to improve this area.

Linked to the various points raised during the open forum on the work of the Neighbourhood Pride Team, it was agreed to try to establish from BMBC the details of the scheduled work that was taking place by them in the Parish. This would give useful knowledge to the PC for understanding better the service given, answering queries from parishioners, and examining areas for possible improvements - by BMBC, the PC, or volunteers.

184. Apologies for absence.

Clr Handley was ill and his apology was accepted.

185. Councillors’ declarations of interest.

Clr Stier declared a personal interest in the items relating to Mr Waring. 

186. Minutes.

The minutes of the PC’s March meeting were approved.

187. Matters arising from the last meeting.

· No further information had been received from BMBC about the case of possible fly-tipping in Silkstone Common. The Clerk would seek further information from BMBC after Easter.

· The Grants’ Working Party had met on 27th March, although Clr Handley had missed the meeting due to illness. Due to an oversight, the distribution of grants was missed from the PC’s April agenda and will now be dealt with at the May meeting of the PC. A number of benefits arise from this change. In particular, the Clerk can chase up some missing applications; he can deal with a number of queries raised by the Grants’ Working Party; and a schedule of proposed grants can be issued to Councillors with the agenda.

· The paper recycling bin at the Station Inn is still to be removed and the position is being monitored. However, the three bottle banks have been moved to the other side of the car park. There was a concern raised about the effects of a promotional, recycling sign on a lamppost on the road from Dodworth into Silkstone Common. It was agreed that the Clerk would review this aspect and liase with BMBC for the removal of the sign if appropriate.

· A reply had been sent to BMBC about the possible sundial project in Silkstone, confirming that the PC was still interested in developing this scheme.

· The Clerk had reviewed BMBC’s ground maintenance proposals for Orchard Wood with Elaine Down. She was aiming to undertake 3 or 4 cuts per year, as suggested by the PC. The position had been confirmed formally to BMBC.

· The PC had written to BMBC about a parishioner’s complaint on the cutting back of the shrubbery on the site in Manor Park. The Clerk had since discussed the position with Elaine Down. There had been only one complaint received by BMBC. She indicated that the Neighbourhood Pride Team had decided to cut the site back considerably, as there were detrimental effects on the pavement and to the properties to the rear of the site. The opportunity was taken to clear the area of litter and syringes. She considered that the foliage would grow in the coming weeks and her staff would monitor the position. She would discuss the position with her manager and arrange suitable responses to the complainant and the PC.

188. Planning applications.

There were four applications received.

	Address
	Village
	Details

	17 Cone Lane
	S.C.
	Integral garage.

	68 High Street
	S.
	Replacement garage on garden site.

	Silkstone Primary School
	S.
	Extension.

	26 South Yorkshire Buildings
	S.C.
	Rear extension.


The position on the garage at the rear of High Street was complicated. Since the last PC meeting, the Clerk had received concerns from three residents about the development of what appeared to be a garage site at the rear of High Street, where there are a number of garden areas next to the waggonway. There did not seem to have been a planning application for this item. The position was reported to the Compliance Officer in BMBC’s Planning Department, who agreed to investigate. Since then, the application for the 68 High Street item was received. However, this is on an adjoining site to the one originally queried. The wooden garage in this current application has already been erected, although the application does not state that it is retrospective. In relation to this application, the PC agreed to request BMBC to examine the position on vehicle access to the site, which is across the waggonway, noting that there was already access to a double garage on a nearby property. 

BMBC had advised the PC that the recent application for 82 Ben Bank Road had been refused as being inappropriate for the site.

Clr Stier reported that he understood that BMBC had refused the application for the new house at 47 Moorend Lane. It seemed that the applicant might be submitting a revised application.

189. Crime and safety issues.

Clr Stier reported on recent crime figures for the Parish, as supplied by the police at the Area Forum. In February, there had been six reported crimes in Silkstone and two in Silkstone Common. 

Mr Fieldsend, a Silkstone Common resident, reported on some Neighbourhood Watch items. A meeting had been held at the Mission Rooms for members of his scheme and some other local co-ordinators had attended. PCSO Joanne Weatherall had addressed the meeting. A number of useful areas had been covered, with hand-held alarms being provided for the ladies present. A question had been asked at that meeting about the loss of the youth outreach scheme and the PCSO indicated that there did not appear to have been any increase in crime incidents. Mr Fieldsend noted that there were fewer active Neighbourhood Watch schemes in the Parish than thought previously. It was hoped that the article in the current newsletter would generate interest.

Clr Stier was concerned that the Parish had received a reduced police presence in recent weeks, as his impression was that attendance by the local officers was less frequent. The position would be discussed with the police and monitored. 

190. Silkstone Common Recreation Ground (SCRG).

BMBC staff are still investigating the position on the SCRG. They had recently received the STRI report on the condition of the football pitch. The BMBC staff had proposed a meeting with the Clerk to review the position, possibly soon after Easter. It was agreed that Clr Bower or Clr Stier would accompany the Clerk, if possible.

191. Silkstone Recreation Ground (SRG).

A local contractor had repaired the roller shutter on a pavilion window. He had reviewed other aspects, included the shutter at the front entrance. He indicated a concern at the design of some of the equipment but considered that any major changes would be uneconomic. He also changed the mechanism on the front door to allow access in case of a power cut. The invoice for £310 was to be paid at the meeting.

Clr Stier had met the BMBC representative about the problem with the tarmac work on the waggonway path. Some remedial improvement had been agreed, possibly a bitumen strip. The invoice would be paid on the satisfactory completion of this work.

The STRI consultant had visited the SRG on 21st March, when he met Darron Walker, Graham Wells, Matt Dawson, and the Clerk. The consultant was pleased with the general condition of the pitches and made some recommendations, which would be documented to the Silkstone Playing Fields’ Management Committee (SPFMC). In particular, he considered that the football pitch would be able to withstand the six teams using the full football pitch next season. However, he advised that it would be vital to protect the pitch by postponing matches if the surface was in a poor condition. The SPFMC are continuing to examine the procedures for this and linked issues.

The Clerk had written to the PC’s insurers about the liability position for members of the SPFMC. Basically, the insurers confirmed that the sports clubs’ members were not covered by the PC’s policy but the PC’s representatives might be covered. If the SPFMC was a Committee of the PC, all members would be covered. The Clerk was currently liaising with the National Playing Fields’ Association (NPFA) on other options. One possibility was to develop a charity status for the playing fields through the NPFA, which could provide a reduced rate insurance scheme for liability cover. As neither the PC nor the SPFMC was a member of the NPFA and the cost is only £25 per year, it was agreed to join. The Clerk would liaise as appropriate with the SPFMC and continue to progress the insurance and constitution items.

There were concerns about possible fly tipping in the Beck, linked to the problems of vehicles travelling over the grassed area behind the car park. The possibility of improvements, including signage, would be considered. Clr Stier reported that a “shooting contraption” for firing golf balls into the Wood had been found and passed to the police. Clr Stier indicated that there had been a recent increase in broken glass being found in the car park area. He was also concerned about damage to the pavilion by team members and spectators. These problems and general health and safety procedures would be reviewed and monitored with the SPFMC. Clr Leech is progressing the purchase of a camera for use by Mr Waring to record the effects of incidents of vandalism etc.

192. Silkstone-in-Bloom.

Clr M Liddell, the Treasurer of the Silkstone-in-Bloom Group, reported on this item. She planned to arrange a meeting of volunteers, which would hopefully elect a Chairperson and Secretary for the Group. In the meantime, funding for planting had been made available to the volunteers in both villages.

193. Bonny Bunch O’Roses site.

The Clerk had discussed the position on this site with the developer’s solicitor. Since then, the solicitor had written to confirm that they would be pleased to transfer the site to the PC and asked if the PC would agree to this way forward. The PC decided to confirm its written agreement to this approach. In the response, the PC wanted the developer to be reminded that he had agreed to repair the damaged setts on the site, carry out some re-planting, and arrange for the regular tending of the site.

194. Roads/footpaths.

As agreed at the last PC meeting, the Clerk had written to Cannon Hall to request appropriate directional signage in the Silkstone village, at the top of Church Hill.

No further information had been received from BMBC about the condition of the walls on Cone Lane. The Clerk had left a message for the officer concerned that day.

A copy of a letter had been received, sent to BMBC by Mr Jones of Woodland Rise in Silkstone Common. The letter stated that he was writing as a Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator about vehicles parking near to the entrance to Woodland View. They tended to cause traffic problems. Mr Jones was also concerned about the erosion of the road markings there, also evident on Black Horse Drive. The PC noted the letter and would monitor the position.
In response to a query, the Clerk indicated that he had not been advised of any developments with the legal position on Footpath 8. It was agreed that an update from BMBC be sought.

Two parishioners indicated problems with the condition of two sets of steps in Silkstone. The first were off the A628 at the entrance to Manor Park and linked to the tarmac footpath. The second were between Towngate and Martin Croft. It was considered that the cleaning and maintenance of these steps was the responsibility of BMBC and the position would be checked.

195. Litter-bins.

An updated schedule of the litter-bins in the Parish had been issued to Councillors. They were asked to check the details for their neighbourhoods. There was a query from Clrs Gallamore and Leech about the two litter-bins stated as being on the route between Towngate and Manor Park. They considered that there were only dog bins on this area and it was agreed that the Clerk would review this point with the Councillors concerned. 

The Clerk had met Elaine Down on 22nd March about the siting of the six, new dog bins and they should be in place by early May. The list of bins would be revised then and an article placed in the next newsletter on this item.

Clr M Liddell suggested that a new litter-bin would be beneficial at the bus stop on Knabbs Lane, after Woodside View. The position was noted for the present, pending the article in the next newsletter.

196. Meetings.

Clrs D and M Liddell had attended the last Area Forum meeting. Clr Stier had not been available. Other than the crime figures reported earlier in the meeting, there were no significant items affecting the Parish.

Clr Stier had attended a meeting of the Penistone Paramount Cinema Committee. He reported that a new £15,000 audio system had been installed. The Committee noted with thanks that a number of the local parish councils gave financial support to the Cinema, including Silkstone PC.

The Clerk had attended a conference held by Yorkshire South Tourism. This outlined strategies for developing tourism in the South Yorkshire area. There were few direct benefits at present for the PC but there was no membership fee. The Clerk issued a booklet to Councillors provided at the conference by BMBC. It was agreed to form a Tourism Working Party at the PC’s Annual Meeting in May, in order to examine ways to promote and develop tourism in the Parish.

Clr D Liddell had attended a meeting with members of the Old Silkstone B Band as their PC link representative. They had concerns about falling membership, which had been reported in the Barnsley Chronicle. Also, they had a problem with finding appropriate practice space. Clr Liddell suggested that they liaise with the Scout Hut Management Committee, especially in relation to using the proposed new facility. This dialogue was now ongoing.

197. Payment of Accounts.

The following ten accounts for payment were approved.

	Cq No
	Payee
	Item
	£
	Notes

	2129
	Yorkshire Water
	Allotments
	36.61
	Qty metered charge.

	2130
	STRI Ltd.
	Annual fee
	473.53
	

	2131
	E Bell
	March pay
	782.79
	

	2132
	Inland Revenue
	March deductions
	345.31
	

	2133
	C Waring
	March Maintenance
	1,015.31
	

	2134
	Silkstone Church
	Room hire (2)
	60.00
	PC/APM.

	2135
	SAW Shutters
	Roller shutter repair
	310.00
	Pavilion. 

	2136
	VFM Products Ltd
	Pitch marking items
	151.58
	SRG.

	2137
	Barnsley MBC
	Footpath work
	1,663.00
	Waggonway in SRG.

	2138
	Old Silkstone Band
	Transport grant
	124.00
	Balance of total grant.

	
	
	Total
	4,962.13
	


Notes on the accounts paid.

1 Mr Waring’s invoice includes a total of £278.31 for reimbursements of expenditure on equipment etc, including an extractor fan for the pavilion. 

2 The invoice for the roller shutter repair includes a review of all the other shutters on the pavilion windows. There was also some additional work to the shutter on the main entrance, including changes to the system and the provision of new equipment.

3 The invoice from VFM Products relates to items ordered by the SPFMC for the PC. A revised invoice is awaited with the correct payee address before payment is made.

4 BMBC are to undertake remedial works on the waggonway footpath and the cheque will be paid on the satisfactory completion of this work.

5 The £124 payment to the Old Silkstone Band is the balance of the £1,500 SYPTE transport grant. Of the applications received, this was agreed as the most appropriate payment of an additional sum.

198. Correspondence.

The Clerk outlined the contents of the following main items of correspondence, not considered earlier in the meeting.

	Date
	From
	Item
	Notes

	6/3
	NALC
	Councillor information.
	Noted.

	9/3
	Heritage Inspired
	Grant request/tourism link.
	Grants W/P to action.

	12/3
	BMBC
	PC consultation.
	Noted.

	14/3
	BMBC
	Youth facilities.
	Noted. Clerk to action.

	16/3
	BMBC
	Area Forum details.
	Noted.

	20/3
	HM Revenue & Customs.
	VAT queries.
	Noted. Clerk to action.

	22/3
	Audit Commission
	BDO Stoy Hayward as auditors.
	Noted.

	23/3
	Penistone TC
	Town twinning/allotment queries.
	See below.

	26/3
	Y & H Assembly
	Assembly digest.
	Noted.

	26/3
	BDO Stoy Hayward
	Local Council briefing.
	Noted. Clerk to action.

	27/3
	Anonymous
	Concern about a dog.
	Noted. 

	29/3
	PLP
	AGM – 18/4.
	Noted.

	30/3
	SYPTE
	Easter travel arrangements.
	Noted.

	31/3
	B Womersley
	Allotment query.
	Noted. Clerk to action.

	31/3
	Allianz Cornhill
	Insurance – £3,026 from 1/6/07.
	Noted. Clerk to action.


There was a discussion about the position on allotments following the receipt of the letter from Penistone Town Council (TC). Although Silkstone PC had 7 persons on the waiting list, Penistone TC had 28 and was seeking to find new sites. The TC was liaising with BMBC, who seemed to be undertaking a review of allotment resources. It was agreed to continue to review the possible development of further allotment sites in the Parish, linking as appropriate with BMBC. As part of this review, the position on the old allotment area near to the Silkstone School would be assessed.

199. Election.

The Clerk had attended a briefing session organised by BMBC on the forthcoming parish council election. He had then distributed information to Councillors with the agenda. The official notification of the election had since been placed in the two PC noticeboards. The Councillors present provided the Clerk with their forms, which would be delivered by him to BMBC the next morning. It was noted that a Silkstone Common resident had also submitted a nomination that night and her forms would be delivered at the same time. It was noted that prospective Councillors could withdraw their nominations within seven days of the 4th April closing date.

200. Arrangements for the Annual Parishioners’ Meeting (APM) and the next PC meeting.

The APM is to take place in the Mission Rooms in Silkstone Common on 23rd April, commencing at 7:30pm. The Clerk distributed to those Councillors present the agenda for the meeting and the draft minutes of last year’s APM. Colin Thompson had kindly agreed to do a presentation on the Parish Design Statement. Also, it was expected that at least one of the Ward Councillors for Penistone East would attend to give a presentation.

The next PC meeting is the Annual Meeting and is scheduled for 14th May in the Silkstone Primary School, commencing at 6:45pm. This is the first meeting after the election. If possible, a review of the public seat position in the Parish would be included on the agenda for that meeting or the June one.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9:35pm.

	Chairman’s Signature
	Date

	
	14th May 2007
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