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MINUTES of the MEETING of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 7th April 2008 at 6.45pm at Silkstone Primary School.

PRESENT
Chairman: Cllr D Liddell

Councillors: C Bower, Mrs P Gallamore, R Leech, P Smith and R Stier

IN ATTENDANCE: 2 residents, and the Parish Clerk.

Public Question Time 
Mr Danforth of Hood Green Farm addressed Councillors about his planning application for a green waste recycling facility at his farm. He highlighted that the vehicles used to transport waste to and from the site will be standard dust bin cart vehicles not HGV’s. He stated that the route of the vehicles should not pass the primary school and pointed out that BMBC need to reach certain targets in relation to recycling in the borough to avoid government fines.
Cllr Liddell advised Councillors that the poster placed in the village notice boards encouraging residents to contact the planning department to register objections to the scheme was removed by the Parish Council as it was felt to be inappropriate and did not have any contact details on it. The mention of harmful pathogens was not substantiated by evidence.

Cllr Liddell explained to Mr Danforth that the Parish Council’s objection (at the last meeting of the Parish Council) had been based on increased vehicles passing the school and safety of the village children had been their primary concern.

The Parish Council agreed that when in possession of the full facts BMBC would make an informed decision and therefore no further correspondence to the planning department would be required.

208. APOLOGIES
RESOLVED to accept apologies from Cllr P Handley (holiday).
209. ADMISSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED that no item on the agenda needs to be discussed in private session.

210. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

RESOLVED to note Cllr R Stier’s declaration of a prejudicial interest in agenda item 221 which includes a payment to Colin Waring.
211. MINUTES

Parish Council Minutes

RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the March 08 Parish Council meeting as a true and accurate record; minutes signed by the chairman.

Re : Minute number 195

Cllr C Bower outlined the history of the memorial stone currently held at Elsecar Heritage centre.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council Chairman will contact a member of the ex- Heritage Stone Group to request his opinion on how to proceed.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Memorial Stone will be an item on the next agenda to agree a way forward.

Re : Minute number 200
The Clerk advised that Cllr P Handley has completed a land terrior summarising all Parish Council owned land.

RESOLVED that the land terrior will be included on the next agenda for discussion.
212. PLANNING APPLICATIONS FROM BARNSLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL (BMBC)

RESOLVED to approve the comments on the Planning Applications 2008/0418 as follows 
Erection of one two storey block of four dwellings with associated car parking (PC response date of 8 April 08 agreed with planning officer). Parish Council objection: The proposed plans for 4 dwellings is overdevelopment of the site, two dwellings would be more suitable.  Off street parking facility is inadequate with only one parking space per property.  Suggest that two off road parking spaces would be more appropriate. Also highlight that the proposed drive is directly over the culvert and ask BMBC to consider flood risk before granting any development on this site.
213. QUALITY COUNCIL STATUS – POLICY DOCUMENTS
a. Mission Statement

RESOLVED that the Mission Statement be amended to exclude the aims and objectives and state a simple mission statement. Document to be amended and then adopted at the next meeting of the Parish Council
b. Complaints Procedure


RESOLVED to adopt the Complaints Procedure and date 7th April 2008.

214. COMMITTEE STRUCTURE

RESOLVED that the Parish Council will not start an Environment Committee as proposed by the Parish Clerks report. This item will be reviewed in 6 months time.
215. ROADS AND FOOTPATHS
RESOLVED that the Clerk contacts Mr A Carnall at BMBC Highways to find out progress on the weight restriction request for Moorend Lane and also to advise that the Vicarage Farm Court road sign has not been cleared.
216. RECREATION 
RESOLVED that the Clerk ascertains if the benches highlighted on the ownership schedule as Housing (?) are confirmed to be in the ownership of BMBC Housing department.

FURTHER RESOLVED that Cllrs P Smith and R Stier visit the three sites proposed for Heritage trail benches and report back to the Clerk to advise on the style of bench required.

It was noted that the Parks department would need to be advised of the location of the bench when placed on Silkstone Common Recreation Ground.

217.SILKSTONE RECREATION GROUND
In the absence of the Parish Clerk, Cllr Stier had obtained three quotations for the repair of the Pavilion roof following the vandalism (removal of lead flashing and damage to guttering) which occurred recently. 

RESOLVED that due to the emergency nature of this work an order be placed with Manterfield Roofing in the sum of £1,550 + Vat for the work to be completed as soon as possible.

FURTHER RESOLVED to approve the emergency order placed by Cllr R Stier for four emergency lights at the Pavilion from Cromptons. Also noted that a new timer switch has been ordered for the floodlights at the back of the Co-op.
Councillors discussed the escalating maintenance costs of the Sports Pavilion and it was agreed that Cllr D Liddell will attend the next meeting of the Silkstone Playing Fields Working Party to present information about Hallmark facilities to the working party and to explain the model hiring agreement which could be utilised for groups using the pavilion.

218. SILKSTONE COMMON RECREATION GROUND
No update had been received from Cllr Mrs J Johnson. 
219. CRIME AND SAFETY
RESOLVED to note that the next Crime and Safety sub group meeting will take place at Silkstone Pavilion on 23rd April 08.
Crime figures for February Silkstone 5,  Silkstone Common 3.
220. GRANTS WORKING PARTY
RESOLVED that the Grants working party will meet on 17th April 08.
221. INVOICES FOR PAYMENT
RESOLVED that an invoices for payment schedule would be prepared and cheques issued in between meetings.
222. AREA FORUM/OTHER MEETINGS

RESOLVED to note that Area Forum meetings have been cancelled due to the forthcoming elections. Meetings will restart in May 08.
RESOLVED that the Clerk will write to all local groups advising them of the date of the Annual Parishioners meeting.
RESOLVED to note the Voluntary Action Barnsley Core Information Day on 14 May 08 at the Digital Media Centre.

223. CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTE
RESOLVED to note the following correspondence received since the last meeting of the Parish Council.

· Heritage Inspired Newsletter

· Penistone Line Partnership Newsletter copy for each councillor distributed at meeting and Shepley festival leaflet (Clerk to request more festival leaflets).

· Fields in Trust Newsletter

· Town and Parish Standard (newsletter of the Standards Board for England)

· Huskar 170 Thank you letter for grant.
· BMBC Millennium Sundial requesting an update on progress – Clerk to respond

that the Parish Council would still like to pursue this project 

· BMBC Parish Liaison Officer – stating that the Parish Councillors liaison meeting is not likely to go ahead due to lack of interest from other Parish Councils. The Parish Clerk will raise this at the Parish Clerk’s liaison meeting on 15 April 08.
· Cllr P Handley – land Terrior – summary of all Parish Council land to be an agenda item at the May meeting.

· Cambridgeshire Councillor’s e-mail regarding petition to No 10 Downing Street noted – no action.
· Royal British Legion – Thank you letter for work Parish Council arranged to the War Memorial in Silkstone.

· Sarah Ford BMBC Senior Countryside Officer – update on footpath 8 – noted.
RESOLVED that the Clerk will write to Heritage Inspired, Standards Board and Fields in Trust to request that the ex Clerk to the Parish Council Mr Bell be removed from their mailing lists.

224. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Annual Council meeting, Monday 12 May 2008 at the Mission Rooms off Ben Bank Road, Silkstone Common.

Members are also asked to note that the Annual Parishioners meeting will take place at 7.30pm on  Monday 21  April 2008 at Silkstone Primary School.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.17pm
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