Silkstone Parish Council

Annual Report – 2007/2008

Parish Councillors - Thanks

Firstly, I would like to thank all the councillors who have given their time and efforts for the benefit of the Parish this last twelve months.

Councillors


Colin Bower


Pat Smith


Ron Stier


Pete Handley


Jill Johnson


Pat Gallamore


Caroline Fishpool

Richard Leech

Last year we had a change when Meryl Liddell stepped down as a councillor to be replaced by Jill Johnson, so I would like to thank Meryl for the previous 4 years service and welcome Jill onto the Parish Council.

This year, we had a change of clerk when Eric Bell decided to retire so many thanks to him for his efforts during the previous six and a half years.  We appointed Karen Canadine as our new clerk and she has proved a more than capable replacement.

We have maintained an average of over 80% attendance this year … but only just.  We had a total of 80 attendances out of a possible 99.

All the councillors, and the clerk, continue to attend meetings or serve on groups on behalf of the Parish Council and that ultimately means on your behalf.  The number of opportunities for councillors to attend meetings has increased during the year as community support organisations offer more seminars on subjects such as recycling, carbon reduction and group management. I hope you will continue to encourage and support all the councillors in their efforts to make Our Parish a better place to live.  

There are people not on the Parish Council who do a lot for us.  I would especially like to thank Linda Marsh for the efforts she makes in preparing and printing the Newsletter, Mark Haigh and Emily Marsh for delivering the newsletter to every house in the Parish, and to Colin Waring for the quality of the work undertaken around the Parish.  Emily deserves a special mention as she stepped in at short notice when Mark suffered an accident.

I would also thank those members of the public who have attended Parish Council meetings in the last year, especially those who have stayed to the end.

Parish Council

Legislation

The main piece of legislation that will affect the Parish Council was the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act.  There are number of parts to the Act but the main parts that will affect us involve the impact on Quality Parish Status by reducing the electoral mandate from 80% to 66%.  This measure was effectively a test of the community’s willingness to stand for the Parish Council and not a test of the Parish Council itself.  There is now also a power to appoint Councillors but I don’t believe this power will be used to any degree.  The Parish Council can now change it’s name to Community Council, Neighbourhood Council, Village Council or Town Council. 

There was also a Sustainable Communities Bill that is designed to encourage communities to become more environmentally friendly. 

The Parish Plan

The Village Design Statement – This project has now been completed and is included as supplementary planning guidance for the Parish.  It will be included in the Parish Newsletter in a number of parts so remember to retain your copy. 

Tourism – The Interpretation Board has now been installed between Black Horse Drive and Woodland View in Silkstone Common.  Please take time to look at it if you’re passing. 

Relationships

BMBC – The Parish Council continues to develop good working relationships with BMBC, in particularly with the Ward Councillors who all demonstrated their willingness to work for the Parish during the flooding last July.

Parish

Planning – There have been a number of planning applications that have caused quite a bit of interest amongst parishioners and subsequent work for the Parish Council.  These included the application for a composting facility in Stainborough, tandem developments in back gardens and redevelopment of the site where there was a lot of flooding in July.  The Parish Council can only make comments based on the information it has at the time a planning application comes before it but the final decision is taken by the Planning Authority, not by the Parish Council.  The Parish Council will continue to oppose inappropriate development, over development and unsafe developments.

Crime and Safety – This year, a Crime and Safety Sub-Group was formed for Penistone East following the successful introduction of these groups in other parts of the borough.  The group aims to meet monthly in Silkstone pavilion.

The most notable area for vandalism and anti-social behaviour remains Silkstone Recreation ground although this year the village was also victim to a mini-crime wave.  This started with a vehicle belonging to a visitor to the Parish being burned out in the car park on Silkstone Recreation Ground.  The following weekend some drunken youths left a trail of damage through Silkstone that included another burnt out car.  This was followed by another car being burnt out next to Silkstone Lodge, which only through good luck didn’t result in a fatality.  It is to our shame that the criminals are still at large, being sheltered by their friends and family.

There has been a “No Cold Calling Campaign” in the Parish in an effort to prevent doorstep crime that targets the more vulnerable members of the community.

We have also suffered a national trend where lead has been stolen from Silkstone Church and the Sports Pavilion.  Sadly, no one saw these crimes being committed.   

Substance abuse is still prevalent in the area with over 160 lighter fuel cans having been found.

Projects

War Memorial – The memorial was cleaned this year and two further names added.  This was made possible due to grants from the Parish Council and the Area Forum.  The tarmac in front of the war memorial is in need of replacing. There is a potential project to include a maze and an analamatic sun-clock in the surface.  

Flood Marker – Following the floods last year, a project to mark the depth and places of flooding has been identified.

Stocks – There has been a change of ownership of the Ring O’Bells and this hopefully, will result in refurbishment of the stocks area.

Pals Memorial Stone – The Parish Council will investigate how this sculpture can be brought to Parish and placed in an appropriate location.

Environment

Recycling - The paper bin at the Station Inn has now been removed.  There is still one at the Red Lion.  

Silkstone in Bloom – is being reformed and hopefully will be in position to enter the competition next year.

Fly tipping – There have been instances of fly tipping in the Parish.  The Parish Council, with the support of the relevant authorities will seek prosecutions of those people trying to spoil our Parish in this manner.

Sport

Silkstone Recreation Ground –The recreation ground and the sports pavilion remain the Parish Councils main asset.  This year it has again been the focus for most of the anti-social behaviour in the Parish.  However it also provides most of the sports activities as well.  The management group have now become a committee of the Parish Council and are investigating ways of achieving a quality mark to demonstrate their competence in looking after the facility.  The Parish Council is investigating further crime reduction methods for the area.

The pavilion suffered from flooding this year due to amount of rainfall earlier this year. No action has been taken so far although the situation is being monitored.  

The new Scout Hut project is continuing and the possibility of a half pipe has also been considered.  

Silkstone Common Recreation Ground – As it was last year although the Parish Council is pursuing an initiative to provide alternative facilities in this area.

Arts and Crafts

Rock on the Rec – This event suffered due to the weather last year but will run again this year as part of the Two Villages Arts Festival

The Two Villages Festival – is now established as the main arts event of the year in the Penistone area.  The Parish Council will be pleased to again sponsor one of the events.

Faith

The Parish Council assisted a survey by the Anglican and Methodist Churches to determine the future of the buildings in Silkstone Common.  The churches will decide how this progresses.

The End

The Parish Council will continue to work to make the bad bits good and the good bits better.  Thank you.

