SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council (PC) meeting held in 

the Silkstone Primary School on 2nd July 2007.

PRESENT: The Chairman: Clr Liddell.

Clrs Bower, Fishpool, Gallamore, Handley, Johnson, Leech, Smith and Stier.

There were approximately 25 parishioners present at the start of the meeting and two Ward Councillors (Barnard and Wilson).

43. Open forum.

There was concern at the recent flooding that affected the Parish. The Chairman indicated that the open forum would be extended as appropriate to cover the issues arising but noted that the PC did also have to deal with its agenda items.

The Ward Councillors provided information on the recent events and the way that Barnsley MBC (BMBC) was dealing with the problems. Over 500 properties had been affected by the flooding in Barnsley. BMBC had set up a hardship fund for persons without insurance. The Ward Councillors were seeking an urgent meeting with senior officers of BMBC about the situation. Parishioners raised a number of concerns and these were commented on and noted by the Ward Councillors and the PC. The main points noted were as follows:

· The recent flooding problems had mainly affected the Silkstone village, especially around Silkstone Cross and on High Street. A number of parishioners commented on the effects on them – both as residential and business owners.

· The major problems arose from two culverts. The first was routed under the garage at Silkstone Cross. The second travelled down past the Red Lion and passed under High Street. There was an uncertainty about the ownership of, and the responsibility for, these two culverts. The Ward Councillors were pursuing this matter urgently. An article in the Barnsley Chronicle had indicated that a BMBC Executive Director had stated that the culvert by the Red Lion was owned jointly by BMBC and the Red Lion.  

· Both culverts had apparently been blocked and this seemed to have led to increased flooding problems. There were points made about the poor structures of the culverts. There was concern that no action had been taken after the first flooding event earlier in June and there seemed to be a lack of current activity on the culverts or the road drainage. The Ward Councillors also agreed to examine the legality and practicality of digging through verges to ease the problems.

· The PC and the Ward Councillors would work closely together in the coming days and weeks to fact-find, share information, and take action. Where possible, the PC would provide information to parishioners, mainly on its noticeboards.

44. Apologies for absence.

All Councillors were present.

45. Councillors’ declarations of interest.

Clr Stier declared a personal interest in the items relating to Mr Waring. 

46. Minutes.

The minutes of the PC’s June meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman.

47. Matters arising from the last meeting.

· There was no further information on the proposed improvement to the stocks’ area by the Roggins’ Group.

· The £1,500 transport grant had been received from the SYPTE and the Clerk was taking steps to deal with its allocation. It was confirmed that payments would be made only for bus/coach travel within South Yorkshire.

· The exercise on public seats in the Parish was ongoing. The Clerk had written to BMBC’s Outdoor Services Division about this issue. That letter had been copied by that Department to the Highways’ Department for action. No response had been received yet. Clrs Smith and Stier were progressing the agreed review of the PC’s seats.

48. Planning applications.

The following four applications had been received. It was agreed not to comment on these. 

	Address
	Village
	Details

	11 High Thorns
	S.
	Extensions.

	5 Orchard Close
	S.C.
	Extension.

	3 Stonelea Close
	S.
	Extension.

	4 Stainmore Close
	S.
	Extension/conservatory.


Confirmation had been received from BMBC that the Parish Design Statement (PDS) had been adopted. The PC passed on its congratulations to the PDS Group. The Chairman of the PDS Group indicated that a number of hard copies would be produced for use in the Parish. The PC would have copies of the PDS and use it in reviewing future planning applications.

It was understood that the Danforth Farm in Hood Green had submitted a revised application for the recycling site. It was agreed that the PC would document its concern about the traffic impact arising from such a scheme, as sent to BMBC for the previous application.

49. Crime and safety issues.

Mr A Fieldsend provided information about a scheme to help combat car theft, allowing the police to identify the expected age level of the drivers.

50. Silkstone Common Recreation Ground (SCRG).

The PC reviewed the three items provided by BMBC - the STRI report on the football pitch, the Charity Commission scheme, and some BMBC e-mail items on the legal position. The Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Secretary of the Silkstone Playing Fields’ Management Committee (SPFMC) were in attendance at this meeting to take part in the discussions on this item and the following one.

It was noted that there was a significant demand for football facilities in the Parish and this was impacting on the Silkstone Recreation Ground (SRG), which this season was home to six teams. The main problems with the football pitch at the SCRG were the slope, the poor drainage, and the lack of changing facilities. Councillors indicated that there might be other uses for the SCRG, either with, or instead of, the football pitch. Examples included an athletics’ facility. After a discussion, it was agreed to ask BMBC to progress Option 2 of the STRI report, which would hopefully improve the drainage of the area. It was hoped that proper monitoring would be done of the effectiveness of this scheme. It was recognised that the financing of this action would probably be from the “insurance” funds held by BMBC.

51. SRG.

It had been confirmed that there had been £1,900 contributions received from the sports clubs and that the missing £100 was due to a misunderstanding with the junior football clubs. The PC agreed not to request this missing sum.

The Clerk had issued a report on the role and structure of the SPFMC. This followed various discussions on the issues over recent months. As part of this review, BMBC had provided advice on the rates’ position for the pavilion. Currently, the SPFMC receives £1,598 discretionary relief and pays £532. If the SPFMC became a PC Committee, the relief granted would change to small business relief and would lead to an increase in rates’ payable of £536. The PC agreed to progress the recommended change to create a Committee of the PC to deal with the sports facilities of the SRG. Advice on the way forward would be sought from the Yorkshire Local Councils’ Associations (YLCA). The SPFMC would need to confirm formally their agreement to this change at its next meeting. In the light of this decision, it was agreed to advise Paul Allen from the National Playing Fields’ Association (NPFA) that the proposed meeting would be postponed until later in the year.

Clr Stier and the Clerk reported on recent vandalism issues. These included graffiti, litter, and the use of super-glue. A letter had been sent to the garage about the Bank Holiday incident. A response had been received from the Manager but the PC would await the reply from the owners before deciding on further action. The police had been made aware of these problems and PC Stevenson asked the PC to monitor the position and, if appropriate, re-consider improved security for the rear of the Pavilion.

52. Roads/footpaths.

The Clerk had sent a reminder to BMBC about a number of outstanding items, particularly the condition of the walls on Cone Lane, the junction markings on Towngate, and the missing road sign for Moorend Lane. A copy of this information was given to Councillors and would be provided to the Ward Councillors. 

At the last meeting, there had been concern about the condition of the footpath between Towngate and Manor Park, particularly as it was part of the School’s new walking bus trail. It was agreed to liaise with the School about this issue and pursue it further at future meetings. Clr Stier noted that the recent heavy rains had eroded parts of Footpath 8. The PC recognised that BMBC had significant resource problems to deal with some of the footpath issues that the PC considered important. The PC would review alternative ways of providing improvements, including funding changes through the Parish precept and attracting grants.

53. Code of Conduct/Registers of interests.

As agreed at the last meeting, Councillors were providing revised registers to the Clerk, which needed to be provided to BMBC. Seven were provided and the remaining two would be passed to the Clerk as soon as possible.

54. BMBC/Neighbourhood Pride Team.

There had been no response to the PC letter sent on 26th April about the Team’s service delivery or the letter about the shrubbery problem in Manor Park. A reminder had been on this item, particularly in light of the concerns raised in the PC’s last open forum about BMBC’s grass cutting. The Outdoor Services’ Manager (Mr Williams) had since indicated that he had no record of the previous letters but would progress responses now. Information had also been received from Nigel Bath and the Ward Councillors on the issues raised. It was recognised that the Neighbourhood Pride Team did a good job with limited resources. At this stage, it was hoped that a presentation would be arranged at the August Area Forum. The PC would await a response to its correspondence and ensure that representatives attended the Area Forum meeting, if the issue was on the agenda. 

BMBC had not responded yet to a request to spray the sites of Japanese Knotweed in the Parish. The position would be monitored and reviewed as appropriate. 

Clr Stier had contacted Elaine Down about the illegal dumping cases in Silkstone Common. She agreed to deal with the glass debris on Moorend Lane. She was reviewing the position on the foliage in the Wood off Knabbs Lane to see if the person responsible could be made to pay for the clearance work.

55. The Roses’ site, Silkstone Common.

No further information had been received from the developer. A reminder would be sent if no response to the PC’s letter was received soon.

56. Meetings.

The Chairman had attended the last Area Forum meeting and there were no significant points to report.

Clr Smith reported on the recent 2Villages’ Festival and indicated that it had generally been a success despite the poor weather. The organisers would continue to learn from events for future festivals. 

Clr Liddell and Clr Stier had attended the meeting of the South Yorkshire Branch of the YLCA. Clr Liddell had been elected as the Chairman of the Branch. The PC congratulated him on this honour.

57. Financial report.

The PC’s bank mandates were updated following the recent election. Clr M Liddell was to be removed from the mandate. Clr Leech would continue to operate his internal control role on the PC’s finances and remain as a non-signatory.

The Clerk had been in further contact with the VAT Inspector about the PC’s VAT claim for 2006/07, providing additional information as requested. It was hoped that a decision would be provided in the next few days. The Clerk would advise the PC of any decision received before the next meeting. 

58. Payment of Accounts.

The following seventeen accounts for payment were approved.

	Cq No
	Payee
	Item
	£
	Notes

	2176
	Silkstone Church
	Room Hire
	30.00
	Paid 7/6.

	2177
	Aitkens Sports Turf
	SRG items
	104.18
	Paid 7/6.

	2178
	D Liddell
	Chair’s Allowance
	250.00
	Paid 7/6.

	2179
	Arena
	Photocopier service
	70.50
	Paid 7/6.

	2180
	B C Crowcroft
	SRG work
	454.72
	Paid 7/6.

	2181
	Yorkshire Water
	Allotments
	40.61
	Paid 25/6.

	2182
	BOS
	Office items
	23.85
	Paid 25/6.

	2183
	Barnsley Chronicle
	Clerk ad (Chronicle).
	238.01
	Paid 25/6.

	2184
	SPFMC
	Contribution.
	3,000.00
	Paid 25/6.

	2185
	STRI
	Travel expenses
	64.63
	Paid 25/6.

	2186
	Moorhouse Turf Machinery
	Gang mower repairs
	948.58
	Paid 25/6.

	2187
	Barnsley Chronicle
	Clerk ad (Independent)
	194.86
	Paid 25/6.

	2188
	E Bell
	June salary
	769.70
	

	2189
	Inland Revenue
	June deductions
	341.84
	

	2190
	E Bell
	Office items
	99.32
	PC World

	2191
	C Waring
	June Maintenance
	741.52
	

	2192
	YRCC
	Annual fee
	35.00
	

	
	
	Total
	7,407.32
	


59. Correspondence.

The Clerk outlined the contents of the following main items of correspondence.

	Date
	From
	Item
	Notes

	1/6
	Standards’ Board
	Code of Conduct items.
	To Clrs.

	12/6
	Lord Lieutenant, S Yorks.
	Queen’s award – VS.
	Clerk to action.

	19/6
	Old Silkstone Band
	Thanks for two grants.
	Noted.

	20/6
	BMBC 
	Polling details.
	Noted.

	21/6
	G Wells
	Heritage Trail
	See below.

	23/6
	YLCA
	White Rose Update
	Copied to Clrs.

	24/6
	Mr R Jagger
	Chestnuts – overhanging trees.
	See below.

	25/6
	Silkstone Luncheon Club
	Thanks for grant.
	Noted.

	27/6
	BMBC (e-mail )
	Mottram inquiry
	See below.


Mr Wells’ letter included three issues, the most significant of which concerned a request for seats along the new heritage trail. Clr Gallamore noted that two new seats would cost approximately £1,000 and would seek to progress this facility.

Mr Jagger lives in a bungalow in Martin Croft, next to the Chestnuts’ site. His letter raises concerns at overhanging and falling branches plus falling conkers. The PC’s maintenance contractor had taken some immediate action. Clr Bower would review the position with Clr Stier and the Clerk, with a tree surgeon being appointed if appropriate.

The e-mail from BMBC was sent to four of the parish councils that are affected by the Mottram bypass scheme. The PC noted the points raised.

60. Appointment of the new Clerk.

The Appointment Panel had met on 28th June and reviewed the seventeen applications received. A short list of five persons was agreed for interview, which would take place on 11th July. Additional support may be needed for the process and the Panel would review this point as necessary.

61. Arrangements for the next PC meeting.

The next PC meeting is scheduled for 3rd September 2007 in the Mission Rooms in Silkstone Common, commencing at 6:45pm. 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10:00pm.

	Chairman’s Signature
	Date

	
	3rd September 2007
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