SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council (PC) meeting held in the

Mission Rooms, Silkstone Common on 4th June 2007.

PRESENT: The Chairman: Clr Liddell.

Clrs Bower, Fishpool, Gallamore, Leech, Smith and Stier.

There were four parishioners present at the start of the meeting.

23. Open forum.

A resident from Manor Park in Silkstone expressed his concern at the current grass cutting in Silkstone by Barnsley MBC (BMBC). He considered that there were quality and frequency problems this year that he had not seen before. He stated that he had contacted the Neighbourhood Services Division at BMBC, who had indicated that the local Ward Councillors had agreed that sites should have a more “natural look” this year. It was agreed to investigate this situation with BMBC and the Ward Councillors. There was a link on this matter to the letter sent in April to BMBC about the Neighbourhood Pride Team’s work, to which a response was awaited.

Mr Turner, a Silkstone resident, asked if a group of individuals could erect a plaque stating “Bernard’s Place” on a seat on a strip of land on High Street. It was indicated that this seat had been donated by a group of motorcyclists some years ago and the PC now maintained the seat. The PC approved this request, subject to a check that such a plaque would not interfere with any other annotation on the seat. 

Clr Stier noted that a number of undelivered copies of the local, free Independent newspaper had been dumped near to the above area of land on High Street and near to the Health Centre. Clr Stier had reported this to the Barnsley Chronicle. 

Clr Bower reported on a plan by the Roggins’ Group to improve the stocks’ area by the Ring O’Bells in Silkstone. The new owners of the pub may be willing to support such a development. The PC had agreed to support a similar scheme in the past. The PC now agreed in principle to support the improvements but would await further information on the brewery’s position before making detailed decisions.

Clr Bower also noted that Mr Ritchie of the Roggins’ Group had installed three of the four interpretation boards on the waggonway – two in Silkstone and one in Cawthorne. The fourth board was due to be installed soon in Silkstone Common.

24. Apologies for absence.

Clr Handley was on holiday. Clr Johnson was ill. Their apologies were accepted.

25. Councillors’ declarations of interest.

Clr Stier declared a personal interest in the items relating to Mr Waring. 

26. Minutes.

The minutes of the PC’s May meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman.

27. Matters arising from the last meeting.

· All the statutory declarations by Councillors relating to their PC duties and the Code of Conduct had now been completed. 

· Clr Johnson had not yet provided her register of interests, which needed to be copied to BMBC, as statutorily required. The Chairman agreed to chase up this item. The Clerk now recommended to Councillors that they should all complete a new register of interests after each election. There was some discussion on this procedure and the forms. The PC then agreed that each Councillor would complete a new one by the next PC meeting. The new Code of Conduct, which was due to be adopted by the PC, did give Councillors who have an interest in an item more opportunity to take part in the discussion of those items at meetings.

· The Clerk had sent a reminder to BMBC about Mr Hudson’s complaint about the shrubbery in Manor Park but no further information had been received. Clr Gallamore had visited Mr Hudson, with copies of the correspondence. The Clerk had not received responses on a number of issues raised with the Outdoor Services Department and would issue a reminder.

· Clr Stier noted that the two fly tipping sites reported in Silkstone Common had not been cleared by BMBC. Both items had been advised to the Neighbourhood Pride Team. The position would be monitored.

· The paper-recycling bin at the Station Inn had been removed. The bottle banks were to remain in their revised location.

· BMBC were still reviewing the situation with the condition of the walls on Cone Lane. They were investigating ownership of and the responsibility for the walls at present. The Clerk would issue a formal reminder on this item.

· Clr Stier indicated that the SYPTE would be distributing transport grants again and the PC agreed to apply for one. Clr Stier confirmed that the grant would be aimed at travel only within the South Yorkshire area. The Clerk would contact local groups as appropriate.

· The Clerk and Clr Fishpool were still examining the VAT queries arising from the PC’s purchase of equipment for the Peace Park. It was intended to draft a response to the VAT Office as soon as possible.

· As discussed at the last meeting, the Clerk had responded to Mr Denton about the queries that he had raised, particularly about the newsletter and the recent PC election. The letter had been agreed by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman before issue.

28. Planning applications.

The following four applications had been received.

	Address
	Village
	Details

	33 Nether Royd View
	S. C.
	Extension.

	67 Martin Croft
	S.
	Removal of TPO oak tree.

	47 Moorend Lane
	S.C.
	Replacement house (revised plans).

	54 Hall Royd Walk
	S.C.
	Extensions.


It was agreed not to comment on any specific application. However, it was noted that two of the Silkstone Common applications described “soakaways” as the means of water drainage. There was some concern about the effectiveness of this method with the soil composition in most parts of Silkstone Common. It was agreed to raise this issue with BMBC and seek its advice.

BMBC had confirmed verbally that day that the application for 3 Whinmoor Close had been approved after a site visit. There had not yet been a response to the PC letter about this item, which included a note on the PC’s policy on planning applications.

29. Crime and safety issues.

As there had been no Area Forum, there were no crime figures to report.

Clr Stier had received information about glue sniffing in Orchard Wood. He had collected items relating to this activity and would provide them to the police.

Clr Leech advised that he had used the golden line to report alcohol and drug abuse in the Wood area between Towngate and Manor Park. The police had since visited the site. Also, there had been incidents of vandalism on the roofs of the Health Centre on High Street and the bus shelter nearby. The police and the appropriate authorities had been advised by residents and Councillors.

Mr Fieldsend reported on Neighbourhood Watch activities. In particular, he noted that he had received no inquiries for new schemes following the recent newsletter item. It was agreed that the PC would continue to promote Neighbourhood Watch. He noted that a warning had been received about thieves hooking keys through letter-boxes.

30. Silkstone Common Recreation Ground.

BMBC had provided that day copies of the STRI report on the football pitch, the Charity Commission scheme, and some BMBC e-mail items on the legal position. The Clerk provided a brief report with copies of the items to the Councillors present. Copies would be provided later to the absent Councillors. The Clerk indicated that he and the BMBC staff involved tended to share the view that a football pitch on this site seemed increasingly to be not viable. If appropriate, the PC could consult on this matter through the newsletter. It was agreed to defer the detailed discussion of this item until the next PC meeting. The Silkstone Playing Fields’ Management Committee (SPFMC) would be consulted on this issue after that meeting. 

31. Silkstone Recreation Ground.

There has been no meeting of the SPFMC since the last PC meeting. The next SPFMC meeting was now postponed from 11th June to 18th June. Clrs Leech and Stier indicated that they would probably not be available for that meeting.

The major, season-end maintenance scheme on the football pitch had been completed. The SPFMC Chairman had circulated the SPFMC members requesting that in the future no vehicles should park on the surface by the pitches. This decision would be followed up at the next SPFMC meeting. 

The Adult Football Club had now paid its £500 contribution to the PC for 2006-07, with a note of thanks for the PC’s acceptance of a delayed payment. There seemed to be one payment of £100 outstanding from a junior football club, which was being investigated with the SPFMC.

An order had been placed with BMBC to paint a yellow “no parking” grid in front of the gates leading to the pavilion. This followed a site visit and a quote of less than £200 plus VAT. This work was requested by the SPFMC following problems with vehicles blocking the gates,

The National Playing Fields’ Association (NPFA) representative, Paul Allen, had agreed to attend the PC’s July meeting to discuss options open to the PC and the SPFMC on the long-term protection of the status of the sports’ pitches.  The PC decided to hold a separate, informal meeting on this item and to invite the SPFMC representatives. Other linked issues could be discussed. The Clerk indicated that he now considered that it may be appropriate for the SPFMC to become a separate Committee of the PC but further investigations were required.

Clr Stier reported on two vandalism incidents in recent weeks.

· Over the recent Bank Holiday weekend. It seemed that the garage compound had been left open on the night of the 26th May (Saturday). Vandals had littered the area with debris from the compound and set fire to a number of pallets, damaging the tarmac surface. This was reported to Clr Stier by a resident on the Sunday night. Clr Stier and Mr Waring spent a few hours on Bank Holiday Monday clearing up the debris. The PC was concerned that the store staff had not reported the incident to the police or the PC on the Sunday. It was agreed to contact the garage manager and the owners to express the PC’s concerns on this incident and to indicate that the licence for the compound might be withdrawn.

· Clr Stier also reported that vandals had used superglue on doors and shutters at the Pavilion on 31st May. Again, Mr Waring and Clr Stier had dealt with the damage.

Arising from these reports, the PC agreed to review the possible use of CCTV on this site, possibly in conjunction with the garage. This subject could form part of the discussions with the garage owners about the siting of the compound. The options also included the possible siting of CCTV in the Pavilion and the Scout Hut.

32. Neighbourhood Pride Team.

There had been no response to the PC letter sent on 26th April about the Team’s service delivery. It was agreed to send a reminder on this item, particularly in light of the concerns raised in the Open Forum about BMBC’s grass cutting. 

33. Roads/footpaths.

At the last meeting, there had been concern about the condition of the footpath between Towngate and Manor Park, particularly as it was part of the School’s new walking bus trail. There was a general problem with the condition of a number of the footpaths in the Parish but it was recognised that BMBC had indicated that they had little budget availability for any improvements or even routine maintenance. In the short-term, the PC would liaise with Silkstone School about the walking bus scheme to see if any improvements could be made to the area between Towngate and Manor Park. A longer-term project would be to review the implications of BMBC’s policy in greater depth and examine options open to the PC.

34. Public seats in the Parish.

A report on this item had been issued with the previous agenda. The Councillors decided on a number of changes to the list of seats owned by the PC, with the totals amended to 18 in Silkstone and 15 in Silkstone Common. 

It was agreed that a project would be commenced immediately to examine every PC seat and prepare a report on each one – covering such items as their condition and proposals for refurbishment. Clr Stier would liaise with Clr Leech in Silkstone and Clr Smith in Silkstone Common on this project, preparing a detailed report on each seat for the PC to review.

 It was also agreed to write to BMBC to ask for their support in improving the public seat facility in the Parish. In particular, BMBC would be requested to prepare an inventory of its seats and plan a way forward for their removal or refurbishment.

35. Lower Fall Wood.

After the last PC meeting, the managing agents for Lower Fall Wood had been contacted about the current position there and had responded. They stated that the group of “bikers” had decided not to continue with the plan to formalise their activities in the Wood. The Clerk had advised Mrs Scott of the position. There did appear to be less use of the area in recent months. Clr Bower indicated that some of the perceived damage might be historical. The PC agreed to monitor the situation but again recognised that the Lower Fall Wood was privately owned. 
36. The Roses’ site, Silkstone Common.

No further information had been received from the developer. The position would be monitored. It was reported that the damaged setts had not been repaired yet.

37. Meetings.

Clr Smith advised that he was attending a meeting of the 2Villages’ Festival Committee on 6th June. 

Clr Liddell had attended a meeting when the Village of the Year competition was discussed. It appeared that only four entries had been received so far this year for West Yorkshire and South Yorkshire, Therefore, he had requested further information on the competition. It was possible that Mrs Liddell, as the Treasurer of Silkstone-in-Bloom, would be able to deal with this item.

38. Financial report.

The Clerk had distributed with the agenda a set of documents relating to the audit of the PC’s accounts for 2006/07. These were discussed in some detail, particularly the VAT position. The Annual Return was approved and signed by the Chairman. A copy of the external audit notice was distributed and the procedure discussed briefly, including the public’s right to inspect the accounts. Details of the audit would be displayed on the PC’s noticeboards and on the website.

The Clerk outlined the changes in internal audit that were taking place. An advice note on this issue from the Yorkshire Local Councils’ Associations (YLCA) had been issued that evening to Councillors. Basically, the plan is to tighten up the audit procedures, including a more documented procedure. There is an informal agreement that the external auditors will not pursue this too vigorously for 2006/07. 

It was noted that the current internal auditor had advised that this would be the last audit that he would undertake. As the current Clerk had resigned, the PC would review this point with the new Clerk.

39. Payment of Accounts.

The following four accounts for payment were approved.

	Cq No
	Payee
	Item
	£
	Notes

	2172
	BMBC
	Dog bins
	1,410.00
	Paid 21/5. Grant aided.

	2173
	E Bell
	May salary
	769.70
	

	2174
	Inland Revenue
	May deductions
	341.84
	

	2175
	C Waring
	May maintenance
	583.00
	

	
	
	Total
	3,104.54
	


The Clerk reported that there were no further cheques available to make other payments. The new cheque books were issued automatically by the Bank. He had queried this during the last week, when the Bank advised that a new cheque book had been sent on 29th May. The Clerk would review this process with PC’s Business Adviser and seek improvements to the system. Although none of the remaining invoices was urgent, they would need to be paid before the next meeting and the Clerk would organise this. 

40. Correspondence.

The Clerk outlined the contents of the following main items of correspondence.

	Date
	From
	Item
	Notes

	15/5
	J Smith
	Allotment inquiry.
	Noted.

	23/5
	Penistone TC
	Civic Service – 24/6.
	No attendees.

	24/5
	B Band
	Thanks for grant.
	Noted.

	25/5
	Local works
	Sustainable Communities’ Bill.
	Noted.

	25/5
	Penistone TC
	Thanks for grant.
	Noted.

	26/5
	Bowling club
	Thanks for grant.
	Noted.

	28/5
	Good Companions
	Thanks for grant.
	Noted.

	29/5
	Heritage Inspired
	Grant thanks and update.
	Noted.

	30/5
	YLCA  
	White Rose Update.
	To Councillors.

	1/6
	YLCA
	Branch Meeting 27/6.
	Clr Liddell to attend.

	1/6
	BMBC
	Mayoress at Home – invite. 
	No attendees.

	4/6
	2 Villages’ Festival
	Thanks for grant and leaflets.
	Noted.


Clr Liddell and Clr Stier would attend the YLCA Branch Meeting, where Clr Liddell was standing for Chairman of the Branch. 

41. Resignation of the Clerk.

A copy of the Clerk’s resignation letter and a draft advert for the post had been issued with the agenda. It was agreed that an Appointment Panel would be appointed to deal with the selection process. This would consist of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman, Clr Smith, and the Clerk. The draft advert was amended and agreed for submission to the Barnsley Chronicle. Copies would be placed in the PC’s two noticeboards and on the PC’s website. The Clerk also hoped to be able to distribute the advert to the other parish council clerks in Barnsley. The closing date for applications was agreed as 22nd June; so the Appointment Panel would meet the following week to examine applications and to arrange an interview process. In reviewing this position, the PC agreed with the Clerk’s recommendation that the hours for the post should be advertised as 22 per week. Councillors and residents present expressed their appreciation of the work done by the current Clerk.
42. Arrangements for the next PC meeting.

The next PC meeting is scheduled for 2nd July 2007 in the Silkstone Primary School, commencing at 6:45pm. 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9:47pm.

	Chairman’s Signature
	Date

	
	2nd July 2007
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