SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council (PC),

held at the Silkstone Primary School on 14th May 2007.

PRESENT: The Chairman: Clr Liddell.

Clrs Bower, Gallamore, Handley, Johnson, and Stier.

1. Election of the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman.

Clr Liddell and Clr Bower were re-elected as Chairman and Vice-Chairman respectively. The Clerk thanked the two Councillors for their support to him as they had held those positions since he was appointed in 2001. The Clerk noted that they were both involved in considerable work for the PC between meetings. The Clerk considered that it was beneficial that both Councillors had internet access, as there was regular and necessary contact between meetings by e-mail. This was particularly important with the size of the Parish and the fact that the Clerk lived outside the Parish.

2. New Councillor.

The Chairman welcomed the new Parish Councillor, Jill Johnson. She indicated that she was particularly keen to work for the young persons of the Parish.

3. Clr P Burke.

The Chairman reported the recent death of Clr Paddy Burke from Rotherham. A long- serving Councillor, he had been the Chairman of the YLCA’s South Yorkshire Branch for many years. A short silence in his memory was held.

4. Clr M Liddell.

The PC expressed its appreciation of the valuable work done by Clr M Liddell over the last four years. A letter would be sent expressing this view and the Chairman would arrange for a gift of flowers from his allowance.

5. Councillors’ statutory declarations.

The Councillors who were present signed their statutory declarations. The Chairman signed his additional statutory declaration. Clr Leech had signed his declaration before the meeting. The Clerk would arrange for the two other absent Councillors to complete their declarations as soon as possible.

The Clerk confirmed that Councillors did not need to complete new registers of interest. Clr Johnson would provide hers to the Clerk as soon as possible. The Clerk reminded Councillors to check that the details held on their registers were accurate, as the registers were an important public record.

6. Open forum.


There were four residents present at the start of the meeting. The following items were raised.

· Colin Thompson reported on the progress of the Parish Design Statement (PDS). The PDS Group had reluctantly agreed to a number of amendments being made to the draft PDS by the Highways’ Department of Barnsley MBC (BMBC). The revised PDS was due to be approved by BMBC’s Cabinet on 6th June. One amendment was to the proposed addition of weight limits for vehicles using Silkstone Lane and High Street. It was noted that the PC and the Penistone East Ward Councillors would still press for improvements on this area.

· Clr Stier had received a concern about problems that a blind resident had with bark chippings on the footpath from Towngate to Manor Park in Silkstone. Apparently, his guide dog refused to walk across them. The dog also had a problem with litter deposited by the A628, near to the slip road. The resident had also suggested that a seat would be beneficial near to the kissing gate on the new waggonway path in the Silkstone Recreation Ground. In relation to the footpath query, Clr Bower indicated that the footpath had a crushed brick base and could be made safe without using bark chippings. The PC noted the resident’s concerns and suggestion and would review them in more detail at the next meeting. 

· Clr Gallamore had been contacted by Mr Hudson of Manor Park. He had indicated that he had not received a response to his complaint about the cutting back of a shrubbery area opposite his house. The Clerk advised that he had written to Mr Hudson and BMBC at the time. He had also had a discussion on site in March with the Neighbourhood Pride Supervisor, who explained why the shrubbery had been cut  back so severely. She had agreed to arrange a formal response to Mr Hudson. The Clerk would send Mr Hudson a copy of the earlier correspondence and send a reminder to BMBC.

· Clr Stier noted that there had been some fly tipping of glass and other materials at the side of Moorend Lane, going to Hood Green after the bridge. The Clerk had reported this item to the Neighbourhood Pride Supervisor in April.

· Clr Stier had received a complaint about the road nameplate for Hall Royd Lane, off Ben Bank Road, in Silkstone Common. There was only one plate and it was not at the end of the road. This made it difficult to identify the road. This would be considered further at the next meeting.

7. Apologies for absence.

An apology was received and accepted from Clr Leech, who was on holiday. Also, apologies were received and accepted from Clrs Fishpool and Smith, who were both ill.

8. Declarations of interest

Clr Stier declared an interest in the items relating to Mr Waring.

9. Minutes of the meeting on 2nd April 2007.

The minutes of the last meeting were confirmed as correct and signed by the Chairman.

10. Matters arising from the minutes.

· Neighbourhood Pride.

The Neighbourhood Pride team had cut Hillside in Silkstone since the last meeting but there was some concern at the standard of the cut. Also, since that cut, a resident reported that no further cut had been made and the site looked poor. Linked to this point, and as discussed at the last meeting, a letter had been sent to BMBC about the services provided by Neighbourhood Pride, with a copy of that letter provided to all the Councillors. A response from BMBC was awaited.

· Blacker Green Lane – litter problem.

Since the last meeting, a major litter pick had been done in this area. This aspect would be reviewed with the item noted above on the Neighbourhood Pride service provision.

· Fly tipping, Silkstone Common.

The incident of fly tipping of foliage etc in the Wood off Knabbs Lane had been investigated by BMBC’s Environmental Regulatory Unit. The Unit had contacted the owner of the property suspected of the tipping but there was a lack of clear evidence that the owners were responsible; so no further actin was being taken. Following discussions on this position with the Clerk, the Unit had asked the Neighbourhood Pride team to remove the dumped foliage and to monitor the position. There was some concern from Councillors that the resident was not being prosecuted or charged for the removal of the items but it was agreed to just note the position.

· Paper recycling bin – Station Inn.

Following further, recent requests from Graham Wells and the Clerk, BMBC had confirmed that the firm concerned had agreed to move the bin. An e-mail to the firm from BMBC confirming this position had been forwarded to the Clerk.

· The Roses’ site, Silkstone Common.

As agreed at the last meeting, a letter outlining the PC’s views had been sent to the developer’s solicitors. This agreed to the dedication of the site and requested certain maintenance action from the developer. A response was awaited.

· Cannon Hall.

Staff at Cannon Hall had confirmed that new signage for directions to Cannon Hall was on order by BMBC and should be in place in Silkstone in the near future.

· Cone Lane walls.

BMBC had indicated that they intended to review the condition of the walls on Cone Lane and would advise the PC of the results of this exercise.

· Footpath 8.

Nigel Labdon of BMBC had confirmed that this matter was still ongoing. BMBC had to take certain action, including giving the public the right to be involved in any changes that might take place. In particular, BMBC had to decide on the definitive measurement for the footpath’s width.

· Steps.

The position noted at the last meeting on cleaning the two sets of steps would be reviewed as part of the proposed consultations with Neighbourhood Pride.

11. Nominations of representatives.

The following nominations to appropriate organisations were agreed. Clr Smith was absent; so he would need to confirm his agreement to his positions. Clr Leech had agreed before the meeting to remain on the Silkstone Playing Fields’ Management Committee (SPFMC).

· Organisations.

	Organisation
	Representatives

	Barnsley West Rural Transport
	Clr Stier.

	CARE
	Clr Gallamore and Stier.

	Millennium Committee
	Clr Smith.

	Paramount Cinema
	Clr Stier.

	Penistone Partnership
	Clr Gallamore.

	Rural Road Safety Committee
	Clrs Johnson and Smith.

	Scout Hut Management Committee
	Clrs P Gallamore and D Liddell.

	Silkstone Charities
	Clrs Bower and Smith.

	Silkstone-St Florent Association
	Clr D Liddell.

	SPFMC
	Clrs Leech and Stier.

	YLCA
	Clrs D Liddell and Stier.


Note.

Clr Stier would continue as the Penistone parishes’ representative on the local Area Forum and the Area Board.

· Council Working Parties.

The following working parties were agreed, with a person appointed as Chairman for each group. It was agreed that each group would review its terms of reference, agree a way forward, and aim to produce a brief position statement to the PC by December 2007.

	Working Party
	Representatives

	Allotments 
	Clr Smith (Chairman) and the Clerk.

	Grants 
	Clrs Liddell (Chairman), Handley, and Johnson, plus the Clerk. 

	Media Group
	Clrs Leech (Chairman), Bower, and Smith plus the Clerk.

	PDS
	Clrs Bower and Gallamore plus volunteers. Mr Thompson was the Chairman.

	Parish Plan
	Clrs Gallamore (Chairman), Leech, and Liddell plus Mrs Liddell and Mr A Fieldsend.

	Planning
	Clrs Handley (Chairman) Bower, Gallamore, and plus the Clerk.

	Tourism (new)
	Clrs Johnson (Chairman), Gallamore, Leech, and Liddell plus the Clerk.

	Environment.
	Clrs Bower (Chairman), Liddell, and Smith plus the Clerk.


· Local Groups – Link Councillors.

Last year, the PC had set up a new procedure for having Councillors as link representatives for local groups. The groups marked with an * have a nominated PC representative but have not so far formally confirmed that link. It was agreed that it would be beneficial for the Councillors to remain with their current groups, as shown below. Clr Johnson would replace Clr M Liddell.

	Group
	Link Councillor

	Bowling Club
	Clr Handley

	Brownies
	Clr Gallamore

	CARE
	Clr Bower

	Chatterbox*
	Clr Fishpool

	Cubs
	Clr D Liddell

	Edward Bear Playgroup*
	Clr Fishpool

	Good Companions
	Clr Stier

	Guides
	Clr Gallamore

	Luncheon Club
	Clr Handley

	Music Makers
	Clr Fishpool

	Old Silkstone Band/B Band
	Clr D Liddell

	Scouts
	Clr D Liddell

	Silkstone-in-Bloom
	Clr Smith

	Silkstone Toddler Group*
	Clr Fishpool

	Silkstone United FC*
	Clr Leech

	Silkstone United CC*
	Clr Leech

	St Florent Association*
	Clr Bower

	2 Villages’ Festival*
	Clr Smith

	Women’s Institute
	Clr Johnson


12. Planning applications.

The following six new applications were reviewed. It was agreed that no comment would be made on these applications.

	Address
	Village
	Details

	8 Stainmore Close
	S.
	Extension. (Revised scheme).

	11 Huskar Close
	S.
	Extensions.

	43 Nether Royd View
	S.C.
	Extension.

	86 Manor Park
	S.
	Extension.

	16 New Close
	S.
	Extensions.

	Roger Royd Farm, Whin Moor Lane
	S.
	Extension.


Updates.

1 BMBC had refused the two applications (caravan storage/compost facility) for Danforth Farm in Hood Green.

2 The application for the garage at the rear of 68 High Street (across the waggonway) has been allowed. This was the replacement wooden garage, already erected.

3 BMBC staff have confirmed that the application for 47 Moorend Lane was refused. At this stage, no revised application had been received. 

3 Whinmoor Close, Silkstone.

There have been some recent queries raised about the application for an extension at 3 Whinmoor Close in Silkstone, including a letter on the position provided to the Clerk that evening. This application was reviewed at the PC’s meeting in March 2007 when the PC decided not to comment on it to BMBC. 

Two parishioners affected by this application were present and addressed the meeting on some points. They indicated that they had not received notice of this application in time to attend the March meeting. It was reported that the Planning Regulatory Board was due to make a site visit on 22nd May, apparently as there was some concern at the accuracy of the details on the plans submitted. 

The PC agreed to write to BMBC to request that, if the site visit established that the dimensions shown on the plan were significantly inaccurate, a revised application should be submitted to the PC for its views. 

Following concerns raised, the PC would confirm to BMBC that, if the PC did not comment on an application, this did not mean that the PC supported that application.

Procedures.

Following concerns expressed at the meeting about the PC’s current procedures, it was agreed that the Planning Working Party should meet to consider these points.

13. Payment of grants.

The Grants’ Working Party met on 27th March and recommended various grant payments for 2007/08. At this stage, no applications have been received from the two groups marked with an asterisk; so proposed grants have been included for these, subject to an application being received and checked. There was some discussion on the PC’s processes for determining the amount of grant, after which the following payments were agreed.

	Applicant
	Income

(£)
	Balance

(£)
	2006/07 Grant (£)
	2007/08 Proposal (£)

	Old Silkstone Band
	25,101
	3,286
	500
	500

	Old Silkstone B Band
	11,760
	4,872
	250
	250

	Brownies
	1,607
	890
	200
	200

	Guides
	3,701
	1,457
	200
	200

	Scouts
	5,326
	1,565
	250
	200

	S Luncheon Club
	4,645
	2,828
	250
	200

	Edward Bear Playgroup
	316
	229
	100
	200

	SC Women’s Institute
	Awaited
	Awaited
	100
	*100

	S Lodge Bowling Club
	4,627
	2,547
	600
	200

	SC Good Companions
	1,011
	801
	150
	150

	S Friendship Club
	Ceased
	Ceased
	150
	Ceased

	Music Makers
	No Claim
	
	250
	0

	Chatterbox
	Awaited
	Awaited
	200
	*200

	2 Villages’ Festival Group
	2,547
	1,183
	300
	300

	Silkstone-in-Bloom
	712
	37
	400
	400

	Flower festival (Church)
	-
	-
	-
	150

	Paramount Cinema
	-
	-
	300
	300

	Heritage Inspired (new)
	-
	-
	-
	250

	Total
	-
	-
	3,900
	3,800


1 The above grants are paid under S137 of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended by subsequent legislation (expenditure on community items for which there is no specific power). A maximum of approximately £14,000 can be spent under this power in 2007/08.

2 The Grants’ Working Party made a number of recommendations concerning the grants to be provided, which were accepted. These include a sponsorship again of the Old Silkstone Band at the 2 Villages’ Festival and a request to the Bowling Club to try to obtain more members from the Parish, perhaps via the PC newsletter.

3 The £250 for Heritage Inspired is a new item and is a contribution for a five-year scheme. This is an established initiative in South Yorkshire, with significant grant funding, to improve tourism through church and related links. Silkstone Church is involved.

4 The SYPTE might provide a transport grant, as it has for the last few years. Clr Stier would seek information on this point.

14. 2006/07 Statement of Accounts (SoA).

The following items for 2006/07 had been issued prior to the meeting - the bank reconciliation, a copy of the cash book, the budget monitoring statement, the SoA, and the annual report. After a discussion, the items were approved. Details of the 2006/07 accounts would be placed on the website and included in the next newsletter. Notification of the external audit process for 2006/07 had been received, with the audit date set as 27th July 2007. The Clerk would arrange for an internal audit to be done and the appropriate procedures for the external audit to be undertaken. The required items would be prepared for the PC’s June meeting.

The Clerk provided a brief update on the ongoing inquiry by Customs and Excise on the PC’s VAT claim. They had requested further information on the invoices for the Peace Park scheme in Silkstone. The Clerk and Clr Fishpool would continue to deal with this item, keeping the Chairman advised of any major issues.

15. Silkstone Recreation Ground (SRG). 

The Silkstone Playing Fields’ Management Committee (SPFMC) had met on 30th April. Darron Walker had agreed to continue as the Chairman, with Steve Chambers from the Cricket Club now the Vice-Chairman. Andy Horsfield continues as the Secretary, with his wife acting as the Treasurer. Other duties include Clr Stier as the Buildings’ Manager and the Clerk continuing as the Health and Safety representative. 

The SPFMC was advised that the PC had joined the National Playing Fields’ Association (NPFA). The position on the SPFMC’s role and liability issues was being reviewed by the Clerk with the NPFA staff. The Clerk provided a brief outline of the possible way forward as suggested by the NPFA and this would be discussed further at the next PC meeting. This included options of protecting the playing areas with a form of charitable status. It was hoped that a NPFA representative would attend the PC’s July meeting. The Clerk was continuing to review the constitutional and liability issues with the SPFMC.

The police had advised the PC that they had cautioned a motorcyclist from Barugh Green for illegal use of his bike. The youth may have been using his bike illegally on the SRG. Clr Stier noted that, following consultations with the police, they had agreed to try to ensure a more regular presence in the Parish.

BMBC had not yet made contact about the remedial work required on the waggonway footpath. The Clerk would pursue this item.

16. Silkstone Common Recreation Ground (SCRG).

Information was still awaited from BMBC on the issues raised by the PC. The SPFMC has agreed that all the football teams who had asked to play on the SRG can be accommodated, including a new junior team. This reduces the local demand for a pitch on the SCRG. However, there might still be interest from the old Silkstone United Football Club. This point would be reviewed after the BMBC response has been received.

17. Public seats in the Parish.

The Clerk had issued a report on this item with the agenda. After a brief discussion, it was agreed to place this item on the PC’s next agenda for a more detailed review.

18. Code of conduct/standing orders/financial regulations.

These three items cover the PC’s main procedures and the following points made: 

· Code of conduct. 

Clr Johnson had been issued with a copy of the agreed code of conduct document for Silkstone PC. The remaining Councillors have been issued with a copy previously. This document is statutorily required. The Government has recently issued a new code of conduct, which is similar to the previous one. The PC must adopt this new code by October 2007 and a report will be prepared on this. A copy of a model code has been downloaded from the Standards’ Board’s website.

· Standing Orders (Sos).

A copy of the current SOs was issued with the agenda. These were approved by the PC in 1994 and require review. A working party of Clr Liddell, Leech or Handley, and the Clerk would arrange for proposals on this to be placed before the PC. 

· Financial Regulations (FRs).

The existing FRs were approved by the PC in 2004 and seem to be satisfactory at present. A copy was provided to Clr Johnson. These should be reviewed as part of the exercise on the SOs, as changes on one might impact on the other. 

19. Area Forum and other meetings.

Clr Stier reported on items from the Area Board and Area Forum meetings.  

· The crime figures for the last period were Silkstone – 7, Silkstone Common – 1. 

· BMBC was now responsible for dealing with vehicles parking on yellow lines. The police continue to be responsible for illegal parking, such as obstructing pavements. The police had advised the PC of problems with vehicles causing obstructions on Ben Bank Road, near to the bakery. Also, BMBC was looking into the problems created by vehicles parking at the bus stop outside the Roses’ site.

· The Area Forum had set out BMBC’s highways’ maintenance plans for 2007/08 and Clr Stier provided a copy for the Clerk. In particular, it was noted that part of the footpath on High Street from Church Hill was due for repair. 

· The Penistone Area Forum had a Community Chest fund of £58,000 for 2007/08.

· The Area Forum Officer had written previously to the police to obtain figures from speed check exercises at Silkstone Cross. The police had indicated that they were not required to release such information. Some details were reported but the PC considered that they were not particularly informative.

The Clerk had attended the Annual Meeting of Cawthorne PC. At the meeting, it was reported that only 7 councillors had stood for nine seats and the Council was due to lose its quality status. At that meeting, concerns were raised about HGVs using Silkstone Lane. The Clerk had offered to liaise with the Cawthorne Clerk on such items of mutual interest.

The Chairman reported on the courses being organised by the Voluntary Action Board. 

20. Correspondence not considered earlier in the meeting.

	Date
	Correspondent
	Item
	Notes

	3-4
	Highways’ Agency.
	Motttam bypass items.
	Noted.

	4-4
	YLCA
	Changes.
	Noted.

	16-4
	BMBC
	Hanging baskets – as last year.
	Clerk confirmed.

	23-4
	BMBC
	Mayor’s Sunday Service.
	No attendance.

	23-4
	YLCA
	Nominations.
	D Liddell agreed.

	26-4
	BMBC
	Environment Forum – 5th June.
	Clrs to consider.

	26-4
	SYPTE
	Timetable changes.
	Noted.

	26-4
	BMBC
	Clerks’ Liaison – 24th May.
	Clerk to action.

	1-5
	Mrs Scott
	Lower Fall Wood.
	See below.

	8-5
	SYPTE
	Barnsley interchange open day.
	Noted.

	10-5
	YLCA
	Death of Clr P Burke.
	Noted.

	11-5
	PLP
	Newsletter.
	To Clrs.

	14-5
	P Denton
	Newsletter/PC election.
	See below.


Lower Fall Wood.

Mrs Scott of Thurlstone had contacted the Clerk with a concern about damage being done to Lower Fall Wood, including an e-mail on 1st May (copied to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman for information). The Clerk advised Mrs Scott that the PC had been involved with this issue last year and had contacted the managing agents for the Wood. In summary, a group of cyclists was using the Wood and had created an obstacle area; the agents had confirmed that they were trying to regularise this situation; and the PC had accepted that such an approach was reasonable.

In reviewing this item, the Clerk found a letter from the agents dated 26th October 2006, outlining further details. It appeared from the PC minutes that this letter had not been reported to the PC; so its details were reported at this stage. It was agreed to respond to the agents’ letter requesting an update to the position. It was also agreed to write to Mrs Scott thanking her for her interest in this matter and to provide her with copies of the main items of correspondence.

P Denton item.

An e-mail had been received from Paul Denton, a parishioner. This followed a telephone discussion with the Clerk in April. There were two linked issues raised. The first was that Mr Denton had requested to a Councillor last year that the PC consider changing its meeting dates from Monday. Mr Denton understood that this had not been done. Second, he complained that the newsletter had included items about the parish council elections but was delivered after the closing date for nominations. 

The PC agreed to review the point on the date of meetings before the arrangements for next year’s meetings were set. It was agreed that an article should be placed in the next newsletter to seek parishioners’ views on this point. 

The problems that led to delays in the delivery of the newsletter were noted. In particular, there had been a repair problem with the copying equipment. It was agreed that the Media Working Party should examine the issues arising from Mr Denton’s concern about the “late” delivery of the newsletter, including the inclusion of time-based items. However, the PC noted that the elections had been publicised widely and that official notices had been displayed in the PC noticeboards.

Mr Denton would be advised of these points.

21. Accounts for payment.

The following eighteen accounts were approved for payment. 

	Cq No
	Payee
	Item
	£
	Notes

	2139
	NPFA
	Membership
	25.00
	Annual fee

	2140
	Cancelled (error)
	
	-
	

	2141
	Silkstone Church
	Flower festival
	150.00
	S137 grant

	2142
	Cancelled (error)
	
	-
	

	2143
	Inland Revenue
	March deductions
	345.51
	Correction Cq 2132

	2144
	Comtech
	Pavilion alarm
	467.65
	Annual maintenance

	2145
	YLCA
	Annual fee
	491.00
	

	2146
	B Totty signs
	Peace Park
	346.63
	New sign

	2147
	Complete Weed Control
	SRG
	352.50
	Annual spraying etc

	2148
	MB Secretarial Services
	Typing
	51.04
	PC’s SOs

	2149
	Barnsley Timber Merchants
	Pavilion/SRG.
	56.40
	2 items

	2150
	Computer Support Services
	PC repair
	110.00
	Home visit etc

	2151
	R Leech
	Camera etc.
	88.32
	“Handyman” use

	2152
	SPFMC
	Contribution
	3,000.00
	Mainly groundsman

	2153
	Allianz Cornhill
	Insurance
	3,026.17
	From 1/6/07

	2154
	E Bell
	April pay
	778.11
	

	2155
	Inland Revenue
	April deductions
	341.84
	

	2156
	C Waring
	April Maintenance
	767.32
	

	2157
	Huthwaite International
	Newsletter print
	303.82
	

	2158
	Huthwaite Charity
	Newsletter contribution
	31.00
	

	
	
	Total
	10,732.31
	


Following the earlier decision on the issue of grants, the following payments were confirmed and would be issued with an appropriate letter.

	Organisation
	Cheque 
	Grant (£)

	Old Silkstone Band
	2159
	500

	Old Silkstone Band
	2160
	250

	63rd Barnsley Brownies
	2161
	200

	63rd Barnsley Guides
	2162
	200

	29th Barnsley Scouts
	2163
	200

	S Luncheon Club
	2164
	200

	Edward Bear Playgroup
	2165
	200

	S Lodge Bowling Club
	2166
	200

	SC Good Companions
	2167
	150

	2 Villages’ festival
	2168
	300

	Silkstone-in-Bloom
	2169
	400

	Penistone Paramount
	2170
	300

	Heritage Inspired
	2171
	250

	Total
	
	3,350


22. Next meeting.

The PC’s next meeting will be held at 6.45pm on 4th June 2007 in the Mission Rooms, in Silkstone Common.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10:10pm.

	Chairman’s Signature
	Date

	
	4th June 2007
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