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MINUTES of the MEETING of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 1st October 2007 at 6.45pm at Silkstone Primary School.
PRESENT

Chairman: Cllr D Liddell    

Vice-Chairman: Cllr C Bower
Councillors: Cllr Mrs C Fishpool, Cllr P Handley, Cllr R Leech, Cllr P Smith, Cllr R Stier,  
IN ATTENDANCE: Ward Cllr P Hand-Davis, 6 residents and Mrs K Canadine – Clerk.
Public Question Time 

The Chairman invited Ward Cllr P Hand-Davis to address the meeting. He updated the meeting on issues relating to the recent floods, footpath maintenance costs and affordable housing. He also stated that the Parish Council could take pride in the recently published Parish Design Statement.
Cllrs Bower, Handley and Fishpool joined the meeting.

Colin Thompson advised that Silkstone Luncheon Club now has 38 members and meets at Silkstone Lodge.

A resident advised that a number of road signs were illegible due to overgrown shrubs – the Parish Council has already advised Highways. He also stated that the stream at Manor Park/Towngate is blocked with rubbish – Elaine Downs of Neighbourhood Pride is aware.

The Chairman advised the members of the public present that the public inquiry for Footpath 8 has been delayed.

86. APOLOGIES
RESOLVED to accept Apologies from Cllr Mrs P Gallamore - holiday. Apologies were also received from Cllr Mrs J Johnson.
87. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

RESOLVED to note Cllr Stier’s declaration of a personal interest in items relating to Mr Waring (Grounds Maintenance Contractor).

88. SCOUT HUT PROPOSAL

Paul Lancaster addressed the Council with the proposals for a new Scout /Guide building in place of the existing Scout hut.  The proposal includes 2 large meeting rooms and one small meeting room and will be fully DDA compliant. The building is currently used by a dance school, scouts, cubs, guides and brownies. 

Cllr P Hand-Davis left the meeting.

It was noted that the external works plan is to be redrawn to show the existing Parish Council facilities (youth shelter and basketball court). The Chairman highlighted the survey of the two church /community buildings in Silkstone Common and asked for any conflicts in the use of the three buildings to be considered.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council support the new facility in principle. A meeting is to be arranged with Parish Councillors, the Architect and the Scout Hut’s Management Committee to discuss the optimum location for the building, financial funding and the planning application.

FURTHER RESOLVED that Cllr P Handley, Cllr Mrs P Gallamore, Cllr P Smith and Cllr R Stier attend the meeting with the Architect and Management Committee.
89. HALF PIPE PROPOSAL

Ricky Ashworth of BMBC sent his apologies to the meeting as he is ill. 

RESOLVED to defer the Half Pipe Proposal item to the next meeting of the Parish Council.

Councillor Stier’s report relating to vandalism around the Silkstone Recreation Ground was distributed to all Councillors and the Clerk will issue a copy to Ricky Ashworth for information.

The Clerk will contact the Parish Council’s Insurers to find out the Parish Council’s liability should the Half pipe proposal go ahead.

Cllr Mrs C Fishpool left the meeting

90. MINUTES

(i) RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the September 07 Parish Council meeting as a true and accurate record; minutes signed by the chairman.

In connection with minute number 79 the Parish Clerk advised that an Internal Auditor must be aware of Parish Council Procedures. The Clerk will take advice from other Parish Clerks and report back with a costing to the next meeting.

(ii) RESOLVED that the minutes of the Silkstone Playing Fields Working Party be noted and the Terms of Reference document be accepted.
FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk will contact Transco to obtain definitive guidance regarding the cover for the gas pipe outside the Pavilion.
The Brambles at the side of the football pitches is to be removed by the CARE group on 25 Nov – the Clerk will advise the SPFWP.

91. WORKING PARTIES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
RESOLVED that all Working Parties of the Parish Council (with the exception of the Parish Design Statement Working Party) will set a date for their next meeting and advise dates to the next Parish Council meeting.
It was agreed that Colin Thompson will set meetings for the Parish Design Statement Working Party as required.

92. PLANNING APPLICATIONS FROM BARNSLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL (BMBC)

RESOLVED to note the ‘No Comment’ response to planning application 2007/1500, 11 Hallroyd Walk e-mailed to BMBC on 17 Sept 07. 

FURTHER RESOLVED to note that application 2007/1122, 27 Ben Bank Road has been refused by BMBC.

93. HUSKAR PIT DISASTER MEMORIAL SIGNAGE

Cllr Bower advised that the Roggins Group have already agreed to install a sign at the entrance to Nabbs Wood as well as a display board near the Church showing the location of the site.

94. CRIME AND SAFETY ISSUES

Cllr Stier updated the meeting regarding Crime and Safety issues and advised that there had been 5 crimes in Silkstone and 7 crimes in Silkstone Common during September 07. He also listed the numerous instances of vandalism in the Parish during September and stated that the Police have not yet prosecuted anyone.
RESOLVED that the Clerk writes to the Police Authority expressing the Council’s disappointment at the lack of feedback to the Council and residents following the vandalism incidents. Also the Clerk is to write to BMBC stating that crime in the Parish has increased since the Youth Provision left the villages.

For the benefit of the public present at the meeting the Chairman advised that the telephone number for Sheffield Police is 01142-202020 and stated that the vandalism had been reported in the Barnsley Star and Barnsley Chronicle and also on Dearne FM.
95. SILKSTONE RECREATION GROUND

Refer to minute number 89 & 90.

96. SILKSTONE COMMON RECREATION GROUND

Cllr Mrs J Johnson had not been able to produce the report regarding alternative uses of the recreation ground in time for this meeting. 

RESOLVED that the item be deferred to the next Council meeting. If no report is available at the next meeting the Council will revert to their original decision regarding drainage of the site – minute number 50, July 07.
97. ROADS AND FOOTPATHS

RESOLVED:
i.that the Clerk writes to the Trans Pennine Trail Officer at BMBC regarding the condition of the Trail where it passes through this parish. The Council request a maintenance visit from BMBC during May/June each year to clear nettles from the sides of the Trail. The Council agreed that the state of this national asset reflects badly on BMBC and the Parish.
ii.that the Parish Council support the CARE group with their proposal to use existing notice board frames in Silkstone and Silkstone Common for Heritage Trail information.

iii.that the Clerk contact the British Legion regarding the war memorial and also meet with Cllr Mrs C Fishpool to discuss the way forward for the sundial project.

iv.that the Clerk contact BMBC Highways with a request to relocate the 30mph sign near the Pot House Hamlet.

98. HEALTH & SAFTETY PROVISION
The Clerk advised the Parish Council that CS Safety Services have withdrawn their quotation for H&S provision to the Parish Council following a request for them to justify their charges.

BMBC have advised that they would be happy to provide the service to the Parish Council and a meeting is to be arranged.

RESOLVED that the Clerk, Cllr R Stier and a BMBC H&S officer meet to progress a quotation as soon as possible.
The Chairman stated that Zurich provides a Local Council Advisory Service which includes H&S and Risk Assessments – this may be pursued if BMBC are unable to carry out the H&S service.

99. AREA FORUM/OTHER MEETINGS

Cllr Stier reported on issues raised at the Area Forum meeting.

The Clerk read correspondence received with meeting invitations. Early notice of the YRCC conference 7-9 March 08 Scarborough, booking forms available November – noted.  Voluntary Action Barnsley AGM 2 Oct – Cllrs unable to attend. Community Engagement Practice South Yorkshire conference 5 Nov 07-noted.  YLCA S.Yorks Branch meeting 10 Oct 07 7pm Penistone – agendas handed to Cllrs D Liddell & R Stier.

The Clerk reported back to Cllrs on her meetings in September with Alan Carnall – Highways, Elaine Down – War memorial landscaping and Democratic Disengagement amongst Young Adults workshop at Barnsley Town Hall.

The Chairman advised the Parish Council that he and the Clerk had attended the YLCA conference the previous weekend and described the workshops attended. The Clerk met with SLCC representatives regarding the CiLCA course required for Quality Council Status.

RESOLVED 
i.that the Parish Council allow the Clerk 3 hours per week out of her 22 hours to complete work towards WWYC (Working with your Council) which leads to CiLCA (Certificate in Local Council Administration) but that should the clerk resign from her post within 12 months of obtaining the qualification the cost equivalent of half of the time be reimbursed to the council.

ii. that the Parish Council will pay mileage costs for the Clerk to travel to Holmfirth to join a mentoring group for WWYC.

iii.that the Parish Council pays for the course WWYC at a cost of £147.

iv. that the Parish Council pays for the clerk to become a member of the SLCC at a cost of £132 (& £120 per annum thereafter).

100. INVOICES FOR PAYMENT

RESOLVED to approve the invoices for payment schedule totalling £2,923.55.

Cheques were signed by Cllrs Bower and Smith at the meeting.

FURTHER RESOLVED that cheques to the Silkstone Brownies for a transport grant in the sum of £195 and the SLCC for the Clerks WWYC course in the sum of £132 be added to the schedule and signed at the meeting.

An updated schedule is attached to these minutes.

101. CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTE

a. YLCA White Rose update – copy to all Cllrs.

b. Vitalise – national charity donation request – noted but the Parish Council only donate to local groups.

c. VAB Newsletter – noted.
d. Letter from Mr Womersley regarding vandalism and allotments – Clerk to reply.

e. Environment Agency -riparian ownership explained – noted

f. Carbon Quids – EU Mobility week – noted

g. SYPTE-proposed Barnsley Interchange Partnership Scheme – noted

h. BMBC Highways correspondence – noted

i. Ian Turner BMBC – Website – noted – request a link from BMBC website to the Parish Council website.

j. Bluebell chimes newsletter and Christmas card leaflet – noted

k. Persona Associates – Mottram/Tintwistle Bypass – passed to Cllr R Stier
l. Home to school Transport Policy consultation – noted.

m. Silkstone Brownies – Request for transport grant – approved for payment.

102. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 12 November 2007 at the Mission Rooms, Silkstone Common.
103. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC & PRESS

RESOLVED in terms of Schedule 12, Local Government Act 1972, the following items will be likely to disclose exempt information relating to Contractual matters and it is therefore RESOLVED that pursuant to the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act, 1960, the press and public be excluded.

104. NEW CLERK’S PENSION/GRATUITY

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45pm.
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CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES of the MEETING of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 1st October 2007 at 6.45pm at Silkstone Primary School
104. NEW CLERK’S PENSION/GRATUITY

The Chairman has received a spreadsheet from Sheena Spence of YLCA regarding a gratuity calculation. The Clerk and Chairman advised the Council about the Pensions workshop they had attended at the YLCA conference.
RESOLVED that the Council will apply to join the Local Government Pension Scheme (South Yorkshire Pension Fund) the Clerk and Chairman to discuss and progress this before the next meeting.
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