SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parishioners’ Meeting, held at

the Silkstone Primary School on 24th April 2006.

PRESENT: The Chairman: Clr D Liddell.


         Clrs Bower, Gallamore, Leech, M Liddell, and Smith.

                     14 others.

1. Apologies for absence.

Apologies were received from Clrs Fishpool, Handley and Stier.

2. Minutes of the last meeting.

The minutes of the last Annual Parishioners’ Meeting, held on 4th April 2005, were confirmed as correct and signed by the Chairman.

3. Matters arising from the last minutes.

There were no points raised.

4. Youth Outreach Scheme.

Michael O’Roarke and a colleague, youth outreach workers, attended the meeting with several of the young persons with whom they work in the Parish. The group outlined their main activities of the last year and plans for the future.

There were ongoing relationships with groups in Poland and in Calderdale. Trips had been made last year to Poland and the Lake District. Some of the Polish group were visiting this area next week and Councillors and residents were invited to meet them at the Silkstone Recreation Ground on the evening of 2nd May.

The main aims of the youth outreach project were to promote community involvement and tackle such issues as anti-racism. The group wanted to be an active part of the community and was planning to carry out some environmental work near to the Silkstone pavilion.

The Chairman thanked the group for attending and giving the presentation. He invited the young persons of the Parish to attend Council meetings and talk to Councillors about items that they considered important or about problems that they identified.

5. Ward Councillor report.

Clr Rowley thanked the Parish Council for the opportunity to address the meeting. He noted that there were elections for ward councillors on 4th May, with two vacancies being contested for Penistone East.

He outlined the role of the Area Forum and its link to the community.

He praised the quality of the Council’s newsletter.

He recognised that a major issue for the area in the future would be the proposed Mottram by-pass scheme. He hoped that Barnsley MBC would respond effectively to the traffic problems arising from this scheme. He reported that the Peak Planning Board had decided recently to oppose the proposals.

Clr Rowley commented on the possible changes to local government arising from the Lyons’ report on funding. A revaluation of property values was being considered. There was a White Paper due in the Summer on the future of local government.

Clr Rowley noted that Barnsley MBC was taking significant action on the Borough’s schools. There were to be fourteen new primary schools built and changes to the secondary school provision.

He outlined some main points on Barnsley MBC’s budget position. The total budget was £276 million, with £165 million for Education and £67 million for Social Services. There had been pressure to balance the 2006/07 budget and an increase in council tax of 4.9% had been agreed. There would be detrimental effects on services, including youth provision. 

Clr Rowley commented on the proposed amalgamation of police forces. He was concerned at the lack of consultation and the possible effects on local communities. He had similar concerns about the similar proposals for the ambulance service.

Finally, he stated that it was a pleasure to support Silkstone Parish Council in its work and wished the Council well for the coming year.

Clr Rowley answered a number of questions from residents. He noted Clr Bower’s concern that the building of new schools needed to be properly controlled to ensure that quality materials were used.

6. Parish Design Statement (PDS).

A presentation was made by the PDS Group’s Chairman, Colin Thompson, with support from Clr Bower. They outlined the background to the project and some of the main current developments. The PDS Group was formed in mid-2005 and the first draft of the PDS was nearing completion. A section had been passed to the Planning Department for comment. When agreed, the PDS would form part of the process for dealing with local planning issues. It was intended to provide further information on the project in the next newsletter, when there would be a further opportunity provided for residents to comment.

Clr Bower noted that there were difficulties in establishing “conservation areas” and the PDS Group was looking at defining “areas of special character and interest”. In particular, this would cover design issues and materials used for both existing and new properties in specific areas. If accepted, this would place some restrictions on the development of properties in these areas. There was a general acceptance that this point needed to be made clear to residents.

7. Report of the Parish Council Chairman.

The Chairman gave his thanks to a number of people.

· He thanked the Councillors and the Clerk for their support to him and for their efforts in the year. He noted with pleasure that Councillor attendance last year was over 90%, which was the highest since he became Chairman. 

· He expressed his appreciation of the work done by the following people: Linda Marsh (newsletter), Richard Leech (website), Mark Haigh (newsletter delivery), and Colin Waring (maintenance contractor).

· He also thanked those members of the public who have attended Parish Council meetings in the last year, especially those who have stayed to the end.

The Chairman commented on some general Parish Council issues.

· The Media Group is up and running, monitoring the Council’s public face via the newsletter, website and noticeboards.

· The Parish Design Statement project has been progressing, as noted earlier in the meeting.

· The play equipment project in Silkstone is nearing implementation, with the Millennium Committee having gained some additional members and changed the focus of the project.

· The extension to the Waggonway has been completed and the first of the interpretation boards is now in place. The Chairman thanked the Roggins’ Group and Jim Ritchie in particular for these developments.

· The auditors gave the Parish Council a clean bill of health last year. The Chairman gave congratulations to the Clerk for his financial management.

· The Parish Council will continue to develop its relationship with Barnsley MBC. There are many positive aspects to this relationship, with improvements made in recent years. For example, there is the work undertaken by the neighbourhood pride team; there was help in dealing with the problem of Japanese knotweed; there are regular liaison meetings held by Barnsley MBC with the parish clerks; and there has been support on the Silkstone playground project. However, the Chairman expressed concern that there are occasions when some Departments undertake exercises in the Parish without consulting the Parish Council. Examples of this include the re-numbering exercise on Knabbs Lane, which was eventually cancelled mainly due to the efforts of the residents, and more recently a proposed sale of public land in Silkstone. The Council will continue to press Barnsley MBC for early notification of anything they plan within the parish and for consultation when appropriate.

The following points on planning issues were made.

· Tandem Developments. This problem seems to be on the wane although there is still the occasional attempt to shoehorn a house into a garden in a totally inappropriate location. However, inappropriate tandem developments should not be confused with infill, which can be used to improve a derelict site.

· Equestrian Centre. Last year there were concerns on the facility’s future. It now seems to be well-used, with concerns about the restaurant seeming to be allayed.

· Bonny Bunch O’Roses. The building work is nearing completion and, hopefully, the cottages will soon be occupied. The garden has been the subject of some debate but it has been restored and should be back to its best this summer.

· Silkstone Common Post Office. The complete closure of the shop and the loss of the post office disappointed many residents. A recent decision by the Planning Board, against the advice of their officers, means that it will not be possible to revert the building to its original use. Thankfully the people at the bakery have now extended their range of goods and restored most of the post office services on a part time basis.

The Chairman talked about some crime issues.

· Crime. Overall the number of reported crimes in the Parish has fallen in the last year and is certainly not the problem in this area as it is in some others. However, the Parish lost the kickwall on the Silkstone Recreation Ground as a result of an act of vandalism. There was also severe damage to the new kissing gate installed on the boundary of the Recreation Ground as part of the Waggonway project. There is also continuing evidence of substance abuse. Car crime continues to be a problem as the number of portable electronic devices in vehicles increases. 

· Anti-social behaviour. The Chairman indicated that children playing in the street becomes anti-social behaviour when the activity interferes unreasonably with householders. It also includes leaving dog waste and dropping litter. The Chairman asked the public to be vigilant and report any crime or anti-social behaviour. The numbers to use are: emergency: 999, general: 0114 2202020, or the Local Golden Line: 01226 736395. There are now two community police officers for this area - PCSO Julia McLaughlin and PC Andy Stevenson.
The Chairman noted some points on sport in the Parish.

· Silkstone Recreation Ground. This area is the Council’s main asset. It is well used and receives favourable comments from visitors. The cricket field requires some urgent drainage work and ways to achieve this are being investigated. The floodlight problem has been resolved. Thanks go to all the users who take an active role in managing the resource through the SPFMC.

· Silkstone Common Recreation Ground. There are still no changing rooms. The local teams decided not to use the ground; so another football team in one of the local leagues is now using it.

The Chairman mentioned a number of general items about the community.

· The Two Villages’ Festival. This event proved popular last year and is being run again this year. The Parish Council will sponsor one of the events.

· Community Groups. The are many groups that provide services for the Parish. The Council will continue to support these groups whenever possible. Most of them have their details in the Parish newsletter

· Japanese knotweed. There is a national problem with this item. So far it has been dealt with as and when required in the Parish but residents are urged to learn to identify this invader and seek advice on treating it.

· Dog litter. Additional dog waste bins have been provided in the Parish; so it is important that they are used.

· Recycling. Although somewhat critical of the way Barnsley MBC has managed the recycling scheme in this Parish, the Chairman urged everyone to recycle where possible. Where possible, residents should try to use the “bring-it” sites at the Station Inn and the Red Lion for glass and paper as this brings an income to the CARE group within the Parish. Thanks to Mark and Julie and Rob and Yvonne for allowing the containers to be located on their pub car parks.

· Silkstone Common Station. There has been a great deal of maintenance and improvement work taking place along the Sheffield to Huddersfield line. This resulted in a many trees along the line being removed around Silkstone Common and other plants and items being removed or damaged. A new scheme to improve and maintain the station is being planned with the help of CARE.

· Youth Issues. Mick O’Roarke continues to provide a weekly meeting facility for the young people of the Parish. They have developed a relationship with a similar group in Poland, with reciprocal visits having taken place and more planned in the future. Links have also been made with a youth group in Calderdale.

The Chairman noted the following three main points for the future.
Barnsley MBC election. There is an election in May for Barnsley MBC ward councillors. As these ward councillors are the area’s representatives on Barnsley MBC, it is important to vote.

Mottram by-pass scheme. The Chairman noted the proposed by-pass scheme and referred to his article on this item in the last newsletter. There will be effects of the increased traffic on this side of the Pennines. He indicated that the Council would make every effort to keep the Parish informed on this issue.

Parish Council elections. There will be a Parish Council election next year. If residents wish to be involved locally and want to learn more about being a Parish Councillor, now is the time to start thinking about it. Anyone interested should contact the Clerk or a Councillor.

8. Open forum.

The following main points were raised by residents.

· A resident considered that there had been improvements to the dog litter problems on and near Footpath 8 in Silkstone Common and hoped that this improvement would continue. The Clerk advised that four new dog litter-bins had been provided in the Parish recently, three of which were purchased by the Council.

· There was concern at the continuing problem with the lack of changing rooms on the Silkstone Common Recreation Ground. Assurances were made that Barnsley MBC were holding the fund balance from the insurance money, less appropriate expenses, and the Council would continue to monitor the position.

· A member of the Silkstone Luncheon Club thanked the Council for the grant paid to it. A few points on the Club’s activities were made, including a scheme to establish a relationship with Silkstone Primary School and the production of a newsletter. Linked to this item, it was noted that the Council was pleased to support the many local groups that operated in the Parish. Approximately £5,000 in grants had been distributed recently. It was hoped to highlight these groups and the funding in future issues of the newsletter.

· A resident expressed concern at the number of speeding vehicles on Ben Bank Road in Silkstone Common and recommended that complaints should be made to the police to help them build up evidence of the problems.

9. Closure of the meeting.

The Chairman thanked the public for their attendance and interest. He closed the meeting at 8:47pm.
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