SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL.

Minutes of the Annual Parishioners’ Meeting, held at

the Mission Rooms in Silkstone Common on 23rd April 2007.

PRESENT: The Parish Council (PC) Chairman: Clr D Liddell.


         Clrs Bower, Fishpool, Gallamore, Leech, M Liddell, Smith, and Stier.

                     Ward Councillors Barnard, Rowley, and Wilson.

                     3 residents.

1. Apologies for absence.

Apologies were received from Clrs Handley, who was on holiday, and Mrs J Johnson, who was ill.

2. Ward Councillor report.

All three of the Penistone East Ward Councillors were present and each one addressed the Meeting.

Clr Rowley noted that he was retiring as a Ward Councillor at the May election and that he had a long and supportive history with Silkstone PC. 

· He considered that the PC newsletter was first-rate. 

· He indicated that Barnsley MBC (BMBC) did make efforts to consult with parish councils on a range of issues. However, he recognised that sometimes decisions were dictated by such factors as legal requirements rather than local opinion. 

· Clr Rowley recognised that the council tax had increased again. He considered that this was mainly due to BMBC’s grant settlement from central government continuing to be inadequate. He noted that all main councils had to have a comprehensive performance assessment undertaken by an independent body and BMBC had improved its position recently. Its services now had mainly three stars and a top, four star grade for Social Services. Culture had received two stars.

· Clr Rowley noted that major changes in BMBC’s education provision were ongoing. For example, the number of secondary schools would be reduced from 13 to 9. There was to be a new facility in Penistone.

· He was pleased that the Neighbourhood Pride scheme seemed to be successful but asked the PC to report any problems to the appropriate officers. The Ward Councillors would be pleased to be involved with any concerns.

· Finally, Clr Rowley wished the PC every success for the future.

The Chairman thanked Clr Rowley for his support, both to the PC and to him personally. He would refer to this further in his report later in the meeting.

Clr Wilson noted that he had been a Ward Councillor since May 2006 and had been involved since in a number of local issues.

· He had recognised the recent problems with garages being built near to the Waggonway in Silkstone. He was monitoring this position with the Planning Department’s officers.

· He referred to the Area Board process. There was an Area Board for each Area Forum district, with Clr Stier being a parish council representative for the Penistone district on the Area Forum and Area Board. This process was still being developed but reflected the central government initiative for greater local governance. The Penistone Area Board had a budget of £28,000 and would again provide grants to local groups and parish councils. Possible service level agreements were being reviewed.

Clr Barnard referred mainly to education and traffic issues.

· He noted that the two primary schools in the Parish were performing particularly well, both locally and nationally. This was particularly notable as, at Key Stage 2, BMBC was placed nationally 146th out of 150.

· Clr Barnard noted that there was a general problem with heavy traffic levels. He particularly mentioned the Mottram bypass scheme, for which an inquiry was underway. If developed, possibly around 2014, Clr Barnard considered that there would be a significant increase in traffic on this side of the Pennines, with traffic jams predicted for the Flouch roundabout and Penistone. 

· The three Ward Councillors for Penistone East would also continue to seek improvements to the position of HGVs using such routes as High Street in Silkstone and rural roads such as Silkstone Lane. They recognised that this continued to be a source of concern for local people.

3. Minutes of the last meeting.

The minutes of the last Annual Parishioners’ Meeting, held on 24th April 2006, were confirmed as correct and signed by the Chairman of the PC.

4. Matters arising from the last minutes.

It was noted that, due to financial constraints at BMBC, the youth outreach scheme in the Parish had ceased in December 2006. For the time being, the staff involved had been transferred to other parts of the District. The position was being monitored by the PC, particularly in respect of any crime increase.

The position on the Silkstone Common Recreation Ground had not changed much since the problems noted last year. The PC was currently involved in discussions with BMBC on a number of issues, including the future of the football pitch. The position was continuing to be discussed at PC meetings and was on the agenda for the next PC meeting on 14th May.

5. Parish Design Statement (PDS).

A presentation was due to be made by the PDS Group’s Chairman, Colin Thompson.

However, he had sent his apology as he was ill. The Clerk outlined the background to the project and some of the main current developments. The Group had developed a PDS, which was awaiting approval by BMBC. There had been an unexpected delay caused by BMBC’s Highways’ staff wishing to include some minor additions to the PDS at a late stage. However, the process was on track for the PDS to be in place by June. When agreed, the PDS would form part of the process for dealing with local planning issues. This would be only the second PDS adopted by BMBC. It was intended to provide further information on the PDS on the website and in future newsletters.

6. Report of the PC’s Chairman.

The Chairman gave his thanks to a number of people.

· He thanked all the Parish Councillors who have given their time and efforts for the benefit of the Parish over the last twelve months. He thanked the Clerk for his considerable efforts in managing the finances and the procedures of the PC. 

· The Chairman noted that when he first became Chairman, the annual attendance of Parish Councillors was less than 70%. After reaching a high of 90% last year, this year’s figure was “only” 86%. He was pleased that there has been an average of over 80% attendance during the last four years. All the Councillors, and the Clerk, continue to attend meetings and serve on groups on behalf of the PC and that ultimately means on behalf of the Parish. He hoped that parishioners will continue to encourage and support all the Councillors in their efforts to make “Our Parish” a better place to live.

· The Chairman noted that there are people not on the PC who do a great deal for the community. He thanked especially Linda Marsh for the efforts she makes in preparing and printing the Parish newsletter, Mark Haigh for the delivery of the newsletter to every house in the Parish, and to Colin Waring for the quality of the maintenance work undertaken around the Parish.

· The Chairman thanked those members of the CARE group who perform very valuable work in maintaining the appearance of the Parish. There are also individuals who give their time for everyone’s benefit - for instance, Mr and Mrs Fieldsend from Silkstone Common for the regular litter picking and tidying of Cone Lane. 

· His final thanks went to those members of the public who have attended PC meetings in the last year, especially those who have stayed to the end.

The Chairman then noted a number of significant areas that had arisen from the parish plan.

· The Parish Design Statement should be published soon and made available as widely as possible.

· The play equipment next to the war memorial is now in place. Congratulations were passed to the Millennium Committee for this.

· Attempts have been made to improve the tourism facilities in the Parish. The Waggonway footpath has had further improvements with a section having been given a covering of tarmac. There is now a Silkstone Parish Walk and leaflets for this are available. 

The Chairman commented on some of the PC’s relationships.

· The PC has great deal of contact with various Departments of BMBC. There are still occasions when one Department or another undertakes an exercise in the Parish without consulting the PC. However, the relationship is improving, especially with the Neighbourhood Pride Team.

· There were two new Ward Councillors for Penistone East last year - Clr John Wilson, who had previously served in Penistone West, and Clr Robert Barnard. Both have attended PC meetings and been supportive in relation to BMBC issues. Special thanks go to Clr Alec Rowley who is standing down this year. Clr Rowley has been a particular friend of the PC and the Parish. He has supported the PC on a number of issues but, if there was a disagreement, he has always been prepared to come to the PC and explain his reasons. He has been, and will continue to be, a strong supporter of parish government and will be missed by all those who have worked with him.

· The worst example of non-consultation was the installation of fencing in a highly visible area around the railway station in Silkstone Common. The PC will, through a number of bodies, seek to have consultations with Network Rail especially on planned work.

The Chairman noted one point on planning.

· The properties on the Bonny Bunch O’Roses’ site are now completed and many, if not all, are occupied. There is an issue with parked cars obstructing the bus stop and the police are aware of this.

The Chairman commented on crime in the Parish. 

· There has been an increase in the number of reported crimes this year. However, it is understood that this reflects the new reporting system, which now includes incidents that previously were not counted. 

· The most notable area for vandalism is Silkstone Recreation Ground where there is much alcohol related crime, in the form of broken glass and damage to the sports pavilion. This includes the lighting of fires under the canopy. If this persists, the PC may, reluctantly, need to install gates across the openings in order to protect the building. 

· Evidence continues to be found of substance abuse, especially syringes and lighter fuel cans.

· There has been an increase in fly tipping, particularly on the Waggonway in Silkstone. The PC will continue to make efforts to identify the culprits and seek appropriate action.

The Chairman noted some environmental issues.

· The paper recycling bin at the Station Inn in Silkstone Common is to be removed due to misuse, especially when it was full. Papers were often left beside the bin and ended up blowing all over the village. There have also been incidents of plastic bottles, clothing and cans being left there. The bottle banks will remain for the time being but have been moved to the other end of the car park.

· The problem of Japanese Knotweed has not gone away and everyone should continue to be on the lookout for this invader and report it if it is found.

· Silkstone-in-Bloom still exists although they did not enter the Britain-in-Bloom competition this year. They are in need of new volunteers and a new chairman. The PC’s thanks go to Patrick Smith for the twelve years that he has served as chairman, organiser and mentor of this group. 

· The PC, with the support of the Area Forum and the Neighbourhood Pride Team, has installed a number of new litter and dog waste bins. The Chairman encouraged everyone to use them in order to keep our parish clean and tidy.

The Chairman noted some sport related items.

· The local sports teams continue to be successful and many thanks go to those responsible for running and organising those groups.

· The cricket field still requires some drainage work. The PC, led by the Silkstone Playing Fields’ Management Committee (SPFMC), will seek to resolve this issue. Again, many thanks go to all the users who take an active role in managing the resource through the SPFMC. In particular, thanks were given to Owen Dyson, who has stood down recently as its Chairman, for the years of effort he has put into making the SPFMC a success.

· For a number of years, Silkstone Common Recreation Ground has had no changing rooms. The football pitch is currently not used due to the poor condition of the surface but the PC is investigating this aspect with BMBC.

The Chairman noted some community group items.

· The Two Villages’ Festival is proving to be one of the “must visit” rural events in the area. The PC will again sponsor one of the events.

· There are many local groups in the Parish that provide important services for the Parish. The PC supports them with grants from the precept. Most of the groups have their contact details in the Parish newsletter.

· Unfortunately, BMBC’s Youth Services have been under-funded and, as a result, the successful youth provision enjoyed in the Parish for a number of years has been drastically reduced. The PC will monitor any changes in anti-social behaviour in the light of this reduction.

The Chairman mentioned the following points about the PC.

· There will be one new Parish Councillor in May. Meryl Liddell is standing down after four years; so thanks to her. Jill Johnson will be joining. With nine elected Councillors, the implications of becoming a quality council will be considered. This will take up a great deal of the Clerk’s time. One benefit will be the ability to use the new power of general well-being, if it is enacted. There will be a new code of conduct for Councillors to follow. This will be a consolidation of different codes and should not have a significant impact on Parish Councillors.

· He believed that the most important exercise undertaken by the PC during this four-year term was the creation of the parish plan. A questionnaire was delivered to every household in the Parish and over 60% of the questionnaires were returned, with the results used to create the parish plan. This is still available on the PC website (www.silkstone.org). The plan has been used as evidence in funding bids, by identifying what the community perceives as its needs. 

For the future, the Chairman stated that the PC will continue to work to make the bad bits good and the good bits better. 

7. Open forum.

There were no questions from the public.

The Clerk noted that, with open forums for the public at each PC meeting, the value of the Annual Parishioners’ Meeting was reduced. He also considered that the lack of input from the public may not be apathy but an acceptance of the good work being done by the PC. The Chairman indicated that he would raise the role of this Meeting with the Yorkshire Local Councils’ Associations (YLCA).

A resident expressed his appreciation of the work done by Clr Smith on the Silkstone-in-Bloom Group. The resident reported that the Group was continuing and, in particular, he commented on the volunteers in the Silkstone village. The Treasurer of the Group, Clr M Liddell, noted the recent distribution of funds and that she had applied for a grant from the PC for 2007/08.

8. Closure of the meeting.

The Chairman thanked the public for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8:10pm.
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