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MINUTES of the MEETING of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 3rd September 2007 at 6.45pm in the MISSION ROOMS, off Ben Bank Road, Silkstone Common.
PRESENT:
Councillor D Liddell – Chairman
Cllrs C Bower, Mrs C Fishpool, Mrs P Gallamore, P Handley, Mrs J Johnson, 
R Leech and R Stier.
IN ATTENDANCE:
Ward Councillor R Barnard, 6 members of the public 


and Mrs K Canadine – Silkstone Parish Clerk

62. Public Question Time 

A resident highlighted that a number of road signs around the parish are missing or damaged. In each case Councillor Stier had already reported the problems to the relevant officer at BMBC.

A resident reported that the paint on the handrail at the steps on Martin Croft/Towngate is peeling. The Clerk will discuss with BMBC Highways.

Towngate/Manor Park footpath uneven surface – Clerk to check correspondence and chase an update from BMBC.

63. APOLOGIES

RESOLVED to note apologies from Councillor P Smith.

64. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

RESOLVED to note Cllr Stier’s declaration of a personal interest in items relating to Mr Waring (Grounds Maintenance Contractor).

65. MINUTES

RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the July 07 Parish Council meeting as a true and accurate record; minutes signed by the chairman.

66. PLANNING APPLICATIONS FROM BMBC

RESOLVED to accept the comments on Planning Applications made by Councillors prior to this meeting and to return a response of No comment to the two applications considered at this meeting, in accordance with the attached Plans schedule.
67. CODE OF CONDUCT AND REGISTERS OF INTEREST

RESOLVED to adopt The Model Code of Conduct for Parish and Town Councils Order 2007 No 1159 including paragraph 12 (2).

The Clerk will advise Ian Turner of BMBC and the Standards Board for England that the Council has adopted the new code.

The Council noted that Registers of Interests for all Parish Councillors had been forwarded to the Borough Secretary of BMBC on  2 Aug 07.

68. FLOODING
Ward Cllr Barnard agreed to:

· Contact the Co-op to encourage them to install a permanent grill on the culvert in their ownership.
· Forward a leaflet explaining Riparian ownership to the Chairman and Clerk.

· Pursue a resolution to the blocked road drain on Silkstone lane opposite Mayberry drive.
It was noted that the Co-op handyman is regularly checking the culvert but it was requested that the Clerk contact BMBC to ascertain if BMBC intend to carry out regular checks on areas affected by flooding in this Parish.

Cllr Bower highlighted that any water courses in danger of imminent flooding may be cleared by the PC and riparian owners would then be charged.
The PC expressed their thanks to Michael Clapham MP and Ward Councillors for their assistance during and after the flooding.

69. CRIME AND SAFETY ISSUES

Cllr R Stier updated the meeting on Crime and Safety Issues and advised that there had been 7 crimes in Silkstone and 4 in Silkstone Common during July 07.

He also stated that litter bins had been set alight at the Pavilion on 10 Aug 07 and the Fire Brigade and Police had been involved.

It was suggested that the Parish Newsletter could highlight the cost of crime to the Parish.

A suggestion was made that SPC could bring in a byelaw to stop alcohol drinking on PC land – it was agreed to bear this in mind if no law was brought in nationally.

Ward Cllr Barnard agreed to speak with Thurgoland Councillors to see if the byelaw brought in there has been successful.

70. SILKSTONE COMMON RECREATION GROUND
RESOLVED that the Clerk will contact BMBC to postpone the drainage works, proposed by Option B of the STRI Report until such time as the Council can fully consider alternative options for the site. Defer to October meeting.


71. SILKSTONE RECREATION GROUND
a)RESOLVED that the Clerk will advise Ricky Ashworth of BMBC that SPC support the idea of a half pipe in principal but have concerns regarding vandalism, insurance and future maintenance .
The problems encountered on the Penistone skate park was mentioned and concerns were raised about youths from outside the Parish using the facility.
The Clerk would invite the youths involved in the proposal to attend the Council’s next meeting and request that Ricky Ashworth ascertains who will be responsible for insuring and maintaining the half pipe.

The Clerk was also asked to contact SPC insurers to obtain their view on SPC liability. The impact on the Scout hut was discussed and the Clerk was asked to contact Paul Lancaster for his view on the proposal.
Councillor Mrs J Johnson left the meeting

b)RESOLVED that the Silkstone Playing Fields Management Committee becomes a Working Party of Silkstone Parish Council

Cllr Stier advised that the SRG concert had been rained off and stated that the organisation of the event had been excellent. The Council noted the intention to organise a similar event annually.
It was noted that ‘No Smoking’ signs are legally required for the Pavilion.
72. ROADS AND FOOTPATHS

Footpath 8 - Cllr Liddell advised that Footpath 8 had been discussed at length at the Area Forum meeting – a copy of the notes produced by Sarah Ford of BMBC were distributed to members at the meeting. BMBC will be issuing the public consultation document mid-September.
RESOLVED Silkstone Parish Council will discuss their response to the public consultation at the PC meeting in October.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk will ask BMBC how they determined that the new width of Footpath 8 should be between 20 & 24 feet.

Draft Rights of Way – Cllr Bower highlighted that the report recognises the issues that SPC have highlighted to BMBC in the past and recognised the need to process new footpaths more quickly. 

RESOLVED that the following comments be issued to the Countryside and Public Rights of Way officer at BMBC:

· In the development of green spaces there is merit in planting only native species.

· Tourism would be enhanced by a ‘Yorkshire Pennine Foothills’ long distance route, with greater access to accommodation than the present Pennine Way.

· Bridleways are disconnected and would benefit from new links to make similar through routes.

· Heritage rights of way could be identified, with guide leaflets, e.g Silkstone Waggonway, Worsborough – Rockley Waggonway.

· In considering the benefits of footpaths in terms of public health, many pavement routes are combined with Public Footpaths as circular routes for regular exercise; they could be identified as such, and maintained to a higher standard to support this activity.

73. THE ROSES’ SITE, SILKSTONE COMMON

RESOLVED that the Clerk will contact D.Allen/Solicitor; to clarify the position regarding ownership prior to the PC taking on any maintenance of the area.
Problems with postage were mentioned and it was noted that Cllr Mrs J Johnson was progressing this issue with BMBC officers.

74. AREA FORUM/OTHER MEETINGS

Cllr Stier reported on the Neighbourhood Pride meeting and asked the council to note the following :

· The land at Beacon Hill Close, Silkstone Common, has been withdrawn from the asset disposal programme and remains as a grassed area serving local housing. 
· Litter Bins – It takes 2 staff 2 days to empty 300 litter bins in the borough.

· Area Board priorities are to improve the appearance of the A616/628/629, install no new litter bins, to review the side arm flail schedule and supplement with farmers/private contractors machines if possible.
The Clerk read correspondence received with meeting invitations. Borough/Parish Councils’ Liaison – Clerk to attend, NALC conference – Cllr Liddell attending with YLCA. Cllrs declined to attend the BMBC Investigation into Democratic Disengagement among young adults or Shaping our Future...an Event for the Third Sector.
75. HEALTH & SAFETY PROVISION

RESOLVED that the Clerk will query the annual fee quoted by CS Safety Services and report back to Chairman.
76. MISSION ROOMS / METHODIST CHURCH

Cllr Liddell reported that a consultation will take place shortly with all Silkstone Common residents regarding how to extend the community use of the Mission Rooms and Methodist Church.

77. PARISH DESIGN STATEMENT

RESOLVED that the PC accept the new Parish Design Statement.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the following administration arrangements are to be arranged:

· The Clerk will keep a record of any additions/amendments for consideration when the PDS is reviewed.

· The Clerk will keep a number of copies for issuing to the public and developers when required.

· Tony Fieldsend and Pat Gallamore will also keep spare copies.

· Copies to be charged at £3 each, Clerk to receive income to cover cost of reprints.

The PC thanked the members of the Parish Design Statement Team for all their hard work in compiling the document.

Ward Cllr Barnard left the meeting

78. BANK RECONCILIATION

RESOLVED that the PC accept the Bank Reconciliation for the period 1/4/07-30/6/07.

79. AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2006/2007

External Audit - The Clerk reported that the Audit papers were received back on 30 August and there were no problems highlighted. The Notice of Conclusion of Audit would be posted on the village notice boards for 2 weeks. The dates for next years audit were agreed and the Clerk will forward these to the PC’s external auditor.

Internal Audit –RESOLVED that an advert will be placed in the September Newsletter for a volunteer internal auditor and that Cllr Fishpool will ask her accountant contacts if they may be interested – update at the next meeting.

80. FINANCIAL REPORT

The Clerk had met with the PC’s Banking Business Manager and Bank Mandates have been issued to the Bank in early August.

Councillor Mrs C Fishpool left the meeting

81. INVOICES FOR PAYMENT

The Invoices for payment schedule was agreed and current cheque payments were signed by Councillors Bower and Mrs Gallamore at the meeting. Schedule attached.
82. CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTE

a. Sustainable Communities Bill – Councillor Liddell took the document to review.

b. One Barnsley – Barnsley Community Plan – Noted

c. Citizens Convention Bill from Unlock Democracy – Noted

d. Mr Womersley July letter – Clerk to reply to letter stating that Highways are the responsibility of BMBC and that the PC share his concerns which have been stated in the PDS.
e. SYPTE – Concessionary Travel Passes Nationally – Noted.

f. YRCC- Membership Certificate – Noted.

g. Penistone & District Newsletter – Copy for members of Tourism WP.

h. Penistone Show 8 Sept – Noted

i. Silkstone Luncheon Club – Thank you letter – Noted

j. Heritage Open Days leaflet – Noted.

83. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 1st October 2007 at Silkstone Primary School.

Councillor Mrs P Gallamore sends her apologies.

84. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED in terms of Schedule 12, Local Government Act 1972, the following items will be likely to disclose exempt information relating to Contractual matters and it is therefore RESOLVED that pursuant to the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act, 1960, the press and public be excluded.
85. NEW CLERKS CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT AND JOB DESCRIPTION

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.48pm.
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CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES of the MEETING of SILKSTONE PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 3rd September 2007 at 6.45pm in the MISSION ROOMS, off Ben Bank Road, Silkstone Common.

85. NEW CLERKS CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT AND JOB DESCRIPTION

RESOLVED that the Council noted the New Clerk’s Contract of Employment and Job Description.

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk will investigate the Pension or Gratuity option and liaise with the Chairman for agreement.
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